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Philosophy of Religion A

In view of the health context linked to the spread of the coronavirus, the methods of organisation and evaluation of the learning
units could be adapted in different situations; these possible new methods have been - or will be - communicated by the
teachers to the students.

5 credits 30.0 h Q1

This biannual learning is being organized in 2019-2020

Teacher(s) Maesschalck Marc ;

Language : French

Place of the course Louvain-la-Neuve

Main themes Religion belongs to human culture and thus has a general impact on man and, especially, involving man's reflection
on his condition. This in particular establishes the philosophy of religion's place. Far removed from any positivist
temptation (fundamentalism, fideism), this discipline ensures the believer as to the general conditions of religion
in relation to thought. It moreover offers the unbeliever an approach to religion in its status as a thought system
in cooperation with the human sciences. A Philosophy of Religion course takes its inspiration from the major
precursors (Kant, Schelling, Hegel, etc...; as well as theologians when they express themselves as philosophers:
Origen, Augustine, Thomas Aquinas, etc...). It seeks to arm against any confusing of theology and religious
philosophy.

Aims
1

Be capable of explaining the relationship of philosophy and religion, while respecting both the originality
of religion and philosophy's right to reflect on religion.

- - - -
The contribution of this Teaching Unit to the development and command of the skills and learning outcomes of the programme(s)
can be accessed at the end of this sheet, in the section entitled “Programmes/courses offering this Teaching Unit”.

Evaluation methods Due to the COVID-19 crisis, the information in this section is particularly likely to change.
Students will be asked to write a 10 page paper to be based off of a reading of one of the proposed texts. After
emailing the paper, the student will receive a question on the paper to be prepared for the oral exam.

The student will have approximately 15 minutes to present this answer during the oral exam.

The paper may be written in French, English, Spanish, or German, with the professor’s agreement.

Content What philosophy or religion for today’s world?

The theory of religion (or Religionslehre) reached a particularly high point in philosophy with German idealism.
Theologians like Paul Tillich found in this movement an incontestable starting place for a new science of religions.
In the 20th century, the line of French theorists going from Blondel to Henry, passing through Duméry and Ricœur,
stayed focused on Christian content and its metaphysical, phenomenological or hermeneutical interpretations.
However, these diverse fixations on the semantic value of the evangelical message left aside another philosophical
option. In this option, we are instead primarily interested in what religion “makes people do”.  Such an investigation
is focused neither on what religion makes people think (representations of the world or the good), nor does it
concentrate on the ethical meaning of the duties it assigns (the commandments, the Weltethos), but rather on
pragmatically analyzing the action identity that it contributes to constructing by what it “makes people do”. The
course will first be focused on clarifying this methodological option, and then on testing its fruitfulness by way of
an example. With this example, we will seek to show how well a philosophical approach to liberation theology
constructed in this way manages to escape mere ethical or dogmatic disagreements and instead sheds light on new
issues, namely those that deal with analyzing contemporary relationships between religion, politics and violence.
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Programmes containing this learning unit (UE)

Program title Acronym Credits Prerequisite Aims

Master [120] in Ethics ETHI2M 5

Master [120] in Theology THEO2M 4

Master [60] in Philosophy FILO2M1 5

Certificat universitaire en

philosophie (approfondissement)
FILA9CE 5

Master [120] in Philosophy FILO2M 5

Master [120] in Sciences of

Religions
SREL2M 4

Certificat universitaire en

sciences des religions
SREL9CE 3

https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2019-ethi2m.html
https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2019-ethi2m-cours_acquis_apprentissages.html
https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2019-theo2m.html
https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2019-theo2m-cours_acquis_apprentissages.html
https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2019-filo2m1.html
https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2019-filo2m1-cours_acquis_apprentissages.html
https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2019-fila9ce.html
https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2019-fila9ce-cours_acquis_apprentissages.html
https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2019-filo2m.html
https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2019-filo2m-cours_acquis_apprentissages.html
https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2019-srel2m.html
https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2019-srel2m-cours_acquis_apprentissages.html
https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2019-srel9ce.html
https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2019-srel9ce-cours_acquis_apprentissages.html

