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Philosophy of History A

In view of the health context linked to the spread of the coronavirus, the methods of organisation and evaluation of the learning
units could be adapted in different situations; these possible new methods have been - or will be - communicated by the
teachers to the students.

5 credits 30.0 h Q2

This biannual learning is being organized in 2019-2020

Teacher(s) Maesschalck Marc ;

Language : French

Place of the course Louvain-la-Neuve

Main themes The course will attempt to lay out the origin of the concept of a " philosophy of history " by distinguishing it from
epistemological questions about the foundations of historical science. The course will present a historical overview
of the evolution of the concept of a philosophy of history. Next, the course will present some observations on
differing interpretations of the concept in order to point out the conflicts that set these interpretations against
each other. On this basis, a more specific debate shall be studied in order to provide an example of the general
presentation.

Aims

1

Upon successful completion of the course, the student should :

• be able to identify the major schools of thought in the philosophy of history ;

• know the fundamental concepts associated with those schools of thought ;

• be able to explain briefly the conflicts of interpretation that have resulted within contemporary thought.

- - - -
The contribution of this Teaching Unit to the development and command of the skills and learning outcomes of the programme(s)
can be accessed at the end of this sheet, in the section entitled “Programmes/courses offering this Teaching Unit”.

Evaluation methods Due to the COVID-19 crisis, the information in this section is particularly likely to change.
Students will be asked to write a 10 page paper to be based off of a reading of one of the proposed texts. After
emailing the paper, the student will receive a question on the paper to be prepared for the oral exam.

The student will have approximately 15 minutes to present this answer during the oral exam.

The paper may be written in French, English, Spanish, or German, with the professor’s agreement.

Content Philosophy of history. Between epistemology and ontology

The philosophy of history, at least since Schelling and Hegel bequeathed it with recognition as its own proper
disciplinary field, has stood starkly apart from a theory of knowledge applied to historical science. The 20th century
has maintained this separation in particular by exploring its anthropological valence through fundamental notions
such as historicity and historiality, as well as through the rich webs of forgetting and memory, or beginnings
and endings. Messianism, millenarianism, utopian and dystopian thinking, or even archaism, futurism and non-
contemporaneity are so many anthropic distortions in the relationship to lived time and common history that
have marked reflections on the progressive exit of philosophies of history. This general movement deserves
a two-fold reinvestigation. On the one hand, ab initio, on the epistemological level: Schelling’s initial problem,
instead of cutting it off from historians, projects it onto a capital debate at the dawn of the 20th century, namely,
the Lamprechtstreit and the question of the theoretical conditions presupposed by any act of periodization, and
Lamprecht’s subsequent choice to turn to collective psychology to understand the mental consonance among
minds with a certain dominating force of their era: the Zeitgeist supposes common affect or a shared Stimmung.
On the other hand, in fine, at the transition point that is ours, epistemological recourse to a unitary schema of
consonance should be requestioned beyond its anthropological valence, looking instead at its ontological reach.
The sought-after unity does not necessarily come from the imaginary historical consistence of a shared psychic
identity, but rather from a plural totality capable of coming together.
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Programmes containing this learning unit (UE)

Program title Acronym Credits Prerequisite Aims

Master [120] in Ethics ETHI2M 5

Master [120] in French and

Romance Languages and

Literatures : French as a Foreign

Language

FLE2M 5

Master [60] in Philosophy FILO2M1 5

Certificat universitaire en

philosophie (approfondissement)
FILA9CE 5

Master [120] in Philosophy FILO2M 5

Master [120] in Sciences of

Religions
SREL2M 5
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