
Université catholique de Louvain - Advanced Studies in the Philosophy of Social Sciences A - en-cours-2019-lfilo2600

UCL - en-cours-2019-lfilo2600 - page 1/3

lfilo2600
2019

Advanced Studies in the Philosophy
of Social Sciences A

In view of the health context linked to the spread of the coronavirus, the methods of organisation and evaluation of the learning
units could be adapted in different situations; these possible new methods have been - or will be - communicated by the
teachers to the students.

5 credits 30.0 h Q2

This biannual learning is being organized in 2019-2020

Teacher(s) Maesschalck Marc ;

Language : French

Place of the course Louvain-la-Neuve

Main themes Each year the course will concentrate on a particular theme, and will make sure to present and contrast different
philosophical approaches to the theme. The course will also attempt to combine the study of the selected theme
with a reflection on the aims and methods of the philosophy of the human and social sciences.

Aims

1

Upon completion of the course, the student should be able to pursue, in a well-informed and original
manner, a question chosen from the area of the philosophy of the human and social sciences.

After completing the course, the student should be able to :

• Use research tools appropriate for the philosophy of human sciences ;

• Conceptualise the question that has been selected;

• Situate the answers to this question within the framework of the history of key concepts in the human
and social sciences, and in contemporary philosophical debates between different approaches and
theories ;

• Include, in the philosophical discussion of the selected question, contributions from other disciplines
that bear upon the response to the question ;

• Develop arguments regarding the response to the question in an original way. Submit the method
chosen for the study of the selected question to a critical reflection.

- - - -
The contribution of this Teaching Unit to the development and command of the skills and learning outcomes of the programme(s)
can be accessed at the end of this sheet, in the section entitled “Programmes/courses offering this Teaching Unit”.

Evaluation methods Due to the COVID-19 crisis, the information in this section is particularly likely to change.

Students will be asked to write a 10 page on the basis of an author or a subject studied in the course. After emailing
the paper, the student will receive a question on the paper to be prepared for the oral exam.

The student will have approximately 15 min. to present this answer during the oral exam.

The paper may be written in French, English, or Italian, with the professor's agreement.

Students are invited to discuss with the professor the subject on which they would like to write their paper.

Teaching methods Due to the COVID-19 crisis, the information in this section is particularly likely to change.

Content From the ontology of political singularities to therapeutics of the social

Theories of social transformation inherited from the 19th century and from dialectic materialism, just like those from
the 20th century that were torn between functionalism and movement interactionism, which were then reevaluated
by different holistic perspectives privileging economic and political institutions (the market and States), have today
shown their incapacity to produce a satisfying conception of transitional forms begat by the new environmental and
geopolitical circumstances (post-hegemony, post-colonialism). As such, some contemporary philosophical currents
have tried their hand at thinking through the social and the political through a new ontological mobilization, one
capable of articulating a return to the subject and a conception of the world-totality, incorporation the biodiversity
of living things. On an epistemological level, the idea is also to reform the link between philosophy, political action
and social knowledge.

The class will begin by exploring the theses of one of this turn’s key figures, Alain Badiou, by focusing on the
way that the French author tries to understand the irreducible singularity of transformation procedures that emerge
within the social sphere. Indeed, according to Badiou, it’s by systematically understanding being as a multiplicity
without totalitizing unity that we can open a door to understanding true singularities, which make off in different
directions thanks to resources inherent to societies themselves.
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In a second moment, the class will focus on the role played by the critical use of psychoanalytical conceptual
frameworks from recent years to accompany the turn toward a return to the subject, in order to think through social
transformations. Indeed, the conceptual framework of psychoanalysis is used to grasp the conditions under which
we can ontologically affirm that a discursively- and reflexively-structured subjective totality manages to emerge and
differentiate itself as a singularity. In this case, we can speak of the role and limits of the process of subjectification.

Working from these two theoretical resources, our question in the third moment will focus on identifying the
constitutive elements of a new ontological and epistemological framework for a theory of social transformation,
one capable of constructing symptomological knowledge of collective unconsciousnesses, when they identify with
transitional forms that are supposed to incorporate the constitutive antagonisms of political organization and to
produce paradoxical unities like those boasted by new populist discourses. The issue at stake in this class will
be thus be the production of knowledge capable of grasping the different paths that collective cathartic processes
take, be they liberating or reactionary, by spotting saturation points.
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Programmes containing this learning unit (UE)

Program title Acronym Credits Prerequisite Aims

Master [120] in Ethics ETHI2M 5

Master [60] in Philosophy FILO2M1 5

Certificat universitaire en

philosophie (approfondissement)
FILA9CE 5

Master [120] in Philosophy FILO2M 5
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