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Dissertation

In view of the health context linked to the spread of the coronavirus, the methods of organisation and evaluation of the learning
units could be adapted in different situations; these possible new methods have been - or will be - communicated by the
teachers to the students.

30 credits Q1 and Q2

Language : French

Place of the course Louvain-la-Neuve

Main themes The masters dissertation, irrespective of the subject, allows a student to :

- carry out a critical analysis and summarise a given scientific topic,

- put a specific issue/statement in context drawing on existing information,

- present the results of the dissertation by justifying the methodological choices, explaining the hypotheses
and scientifically stating the results obtained.

Aims The contribution of this Teaching Unit to the development and command of the skills and learning outcomes of the
programme(s) can be accessed at the end of this sheet, in the section entitled “Programmes/courses offering this
Teaching Unit”.

Evaluation methods Due to the COVID-19 crisis, the information in this section is particularly likely to change.
The Master Dissertation will be evaluated by a supervisor and two readers. The grade given at the end of
the second Master is based on the average of their respective appreciations.

In their evaluations, the supervisor and the two readers will pay attention to the following aspects:

- the student's ability to accurately define the topic of study and to correctly point out the research problem
or working hypothesis

- his familiarity with various bibliographical and documentation research tools

- the quality of the work of collecting and interpretating source material

- the overall articulation and coherence of the work

- the soundness, comprehensibility and systematic reasoning used in the written text

- the degree to which the formal requirements of a scholarly text have been respected.

The Dissertation will be orally defended, in a session that allows the student to present the main outline
of his research project and to answer questions and remarks from the the supervisor and the readers.
The quality of this thirty-minute oral defense (including both presentation and discussion), will be taken
into account in the final evaluation.

Content The Master Dissertation is a personal contribution to scholarly knowledge. It is the crown on the student's
education process, in which the student provides evidence of his familiarity with the methodological tenets
of the study of language and literature, particularly in the field of Latin and/or French.

The student must display his ability to handle the various stages of scholarly research: from defining a
research problem, via collecting primary sources, bibliography and other research data, to evaluating and
interpreting the documents concerned, as well as elaborating a synthesis and reporting on the results
obtained.

The main body of the Thesis, excluding bibliography, illustrations and annexes, should consist of 100 to
150 pages (2000 characters per page).

Faculty or entity in charge LAFR
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Programmes containing this learning unit (UE)

Program title Acronym Credits Prerequisite Aims

Master [120] in Ancient and

Modern Languages and

Literatures

LAFR2M 30
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