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2020

Proseminar in Indology: Classical
Indian Philosophy

Due to the COVID-19 crisis, the information below is subject to change, in particular that concerning the teaching mode
(presential, distance or in a comodal or hybrid format).

5 credits 30.0 h Q1

This biannual learning is being organized in 2020-2021

Teacher(s) Vielle Christophe ;

Language : French

Place of the course Louvain-la-Neuve

Main themes The seminar deals with the history and the important topics of classical Indian philosophy, i.e. as expressed mainly
in the Sanskrit language: Vedic and especially Upanishadic speculations on the Brahman/Atman, and primary form
of ritualistic casuistic dialectics; theoretical principles of Samkhya, Yoga and Ayurveda; metaphysics, psychologies,
epistemologies and logics of the Buddhists, the Jainas and the Brahmins (Nyaya-Vaisheshika, Mimamsa and
Vedanta), literary forms and dialectical methods used by the great thinkers (Nagarjuna, Shankara, etc.); philosophy
of speech/language and poetics.

Aims
1

At the end of this seminar, the student will be capable to find his way within the history and topics of
classical Indian philosophy.

- - - -
The contribution of this Teaching Unit to the development and command of the skills and learning outcomes of the programme(s)
can be accessed at the end of this sheet, in the section entitled “Programmes/courses offering this Teaching Unit”.

Evaluation methods Due to the COVID-19 crisis, the information in this section is particularly likely to change.
Continuous evaluation of the student’s active participation in the seminar, for a value of 50% of the final note.

Oral examination on a subject freely chosen and in-depth worked by the student, for a value of 50% of the final note.

Teaching methods Due to the COVID-19 crisis, the information in this section is particularly likely to change.
For each session of the seminar (except the first one), the student must first read a book chapter, an article and/
or an illustrative text in translation, as indicated and provided by the teacher. The seminar consists in a critical
discussion and a perspective put forward by the teacher on the subject matter.

Content Historical and thematic introduction to classical Indian philosophy.

The seminar deals with the history and the important topics of classical Indian philosophy, i.e. as expressed mainly
in the Sanskrit language: Vedic and especially Upanishadic speculations on the Brahman/Atman, and primary form
of ritualistic casuistic dialectics; theoretical principles of Samkhya, Yoga and Ayurveda; metaphysics, psychologies,
epistemologies and logics of the Buddhists, the Jainas and the Brahmins (Nyaya-Vaisheshika, Mimamsa and
Vedanta), literary forms and dialectical methods used by the great thinkers (Nagarjuna, Shankara, etc.); philosophy
of speech/language and poetics.

Inline resources The online working tools related to the course are provided to the students directly or via Moodle.
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• History of Philosophy without any gaps (audios) : https://historyofphilosophy.net/india

• Blog Indian Philosophy : http://indianphilosophyblog.org

• Internet Encyclopedia of Philosophy (Indian section) :

http://www.iep.utm.edu/category/traditions/indian/

• Standford Encyclopedia of Philosophy :

https://plato.stanford.edu/contents.html

• Bibliography of Indian philosophies (Potter dir., Encyclopedia of Indian Philosophies) :

http://faculty.washington.edu/kpotter/xhome.htm

Other infos English-friendly course: course taught in French but offering facilities in English.

Faculty or entity in

charge

GLOR

https://historyofphilosophy.net/india
http://indianphilosophyblog.org
http://www.iep.utm.edu/category/traditions/indian/
https://plato.stanford.edu/contents.html
http://faculty.washington.edu/kpotter/xhome.htm
https://uclouvain.be/en/faculties/fial/learning-agreement-comment-choisir-ses-cours.html#English-friendly-courses/
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Programmes containing this learning unit (UE)

Program title Acronym Credits Prerequisite Aims

Minor in Literary Studies MINLITT 5

Bachelor in Ancient Languages

and Literatures: Oriental Studies
HORI1BA 5

Minor in Antiquity: Egypt,

Eastern World, Greece, Rome
MINANTI 5

https://sites.uclouvain.be/archives-portail/ppe2020/en-prog-2020-minlitt.html
https://sites.uclouvain.be/archives-portail/ppe2020/en-prog-2020-minlitt-cours_acquis_apprentissages.html
https://sites.uclouvain.be/archives-portail/ppe2020/en-prog-2020-hori1ba.html
https://sites.uclouvain.be/archives-portail/ppe2020/en-prog-2020-hori1ba-cours_acquis_apprentissages.html
https://sites.uclouvain.be/archives-portail/ppe2020/en-prog-2020-minanti.html
https://sites.uclouvain.be/archives-portail/ppe2020/en-prog-2020-minanti-cours_acquis_apprentissages.html

