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bcomu1210
2023

Communication, culture and social
interactions

5.00 credits 30.0 h + 6.0 h Q2

Teacher(s) Patriarche Geoffroy ;

Language : French

Place of the course Bruxelles Saint-Louis

Prerequisites The prerequisite(s) for this Teaching Unit (Unité d’enseignement – UE) for the programmes/courses that offer this Teaching Unit
are specified at the end of this sheet.

Learning outcomes At the end of this learning unit, the student is able to :
1. To understand and to apply approaches to communication (or discourse) that examine the relationship between

communication (or discourse) and culture, identities and social interactions.
2. To analyze the role of culture in different communication situations.
3. To analyze the role of communication (or discourse) in the production or transformation of identities and social

relations (including power relations).
4. To apply methodological and writing skills according to the requirements of social science research.

Evaluation methods The assessment method consists of two aspects that weight differently in the final grade: the exam (graded by the
professor), which weights for 60% of the final grade, and the research paper (graded by the teaching assistant),
which weights for 40% of the final grade. This weighting remains the same whether the teaching unit is organized
face-to-face situation or at a distance.

Be it in a face-to-face situation or at a distance, the exam is written and includes “theoretical” and “application”
questions. The students are allowed to use the notes provided by the professor, their personal notes, the slides
and the resources available on Moodle. The use of any other material is prohibited.

If one of the assignments is not presented, this is considered as an absence; consequently, the final mark will
be 0/20. If the overall final grade is a failure, the student will have to proceed again with the failed part(s) of the
evaluation in August/September.

The research paper is a personal production. The rules of citation and referencing must be strictly followed. The
use of generative AI is accepted as long as it is occasional, limited and explicitly stated. Any part of the work that
relies on generative AI must be clearly identified by a footnote specifying which generative AI tool was used and
how it was used in the part concerned.

Teaching methods On the one hand, the course includes lectures by the professor. These focus on theoretical and methodological
aspects and provide many concrete and “practical” examples to be discussed in class.

On the other hand, the students are required to write an individual research paper (between 30 000 and 40 000
signs) that witnesses their capacity to use wisely a discourse-analytical approach in order to carry out a « small »
research and account for it in a paper that reaches the requirements of academic writing.

Be it in a face-to-face situation or at a distance, guiding sessions (3) are organized in order to help the students in
their task. Individual advice sessions are also offered, providing that the student has submitted a research proposal
in due time.

Content This course focuses on research fields or approaches that address the relations between communication and
culture, or between communication and social interaction (with connections between these two perspectives).

The course content is divided in three parts:

- discourse analysis, especially critical discourse analysis (CDA) and the kind of approach developed by J. Gee
(this part of the course provides the students with a range of theoretical and analytical paths that they need to
develop further in their research paper);

- the systemic approach to communication developed by the Palo Alto school (also called « pragmatics of
communication »);

- anthropology of communication (including symbolic interactionism, proxemics and the ethnography of
communication).

Using those different perspectives, the course addresses a wide range of « concrete » objects of study
such as interpersonal communication, non verbal communication, organisational communication, intercultural
communication, digital communication

Inline resources The teaching unit has a course website on Moodle.
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Programmes containing this learning unit (UE)

Program title Acronym Credits Prerequisite Learning outcomes

Bachelor in French and

Romance Languages and

Letters

ROMB1BA 5 BPOLS1110

Bachelor in Information and

Communication
COMB1BA 5 BPOLS1110

Bachelor in Sociology and

Anthropology
SOCB1BA 5 BPOLS1110

Bachelor in Sociology and

Anthropology (French-English)
SOAB1BA 5 BPOLS1114

Bachelor in Sociology and

Anthropology (French-Dutch-

English)

SOTB1BA 5 BPOLS1110

Bachelor in Political Sciences SPOB1BA 5 BPOLS1110

Bachelor in Political Sciences

(French-English)
SPAB1BA 5 BPOLS1114

https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2023-romb1ba.html
https://uclouvain.be/en-cours-2023-bpols1110
https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2023-romb1ba-cours_acquis_apprentissages.html
https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2023-comb1ba.html
https://uclouvain.be/en-cours-2023-bpols1110
https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2023-comb1ba-cours_acquis_apprentissages.html
https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2023-socb1ba.html
https://uclouvain.be/en-cours-2023-bpols1110
https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2023-socb1ba-cours_acquis_apprentissages.html
https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2023-soab1ba.html
https://uclouvain.be/en-cours-2023-bpols1114
https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2023-soab1ba-cours_acquis_apprentissages.html
https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2023-sotb1ba.html
https://uclouvain.be/en-cours-2023-bpols1110
https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2023-sotb1ba-cours_acquis_apprentissages.html
https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2023-spob1ba.html
https://uclouvain.be/en-cours-2023-bpols1110
https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2023-spob1ba-cours_acquis_apprentissages.html
https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2023-spab1ba.html
https://uclouvain.be/en-cours-2023-bpols1114
https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2023-spab1ba-cours_acquis_apprentissages.html

