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Intercultural relations and migrations

5.00 credits 30.0 h Q2

Teacher(s) Kolly Maryam ;

Language : French

Place of the course Bruxelles Saint-Louis

Learning outcomes At the end of this learning unit, the student is able to :
1) To learn the objective facts related to the contemporary history of international migration in Europe, and in
particular in Belgium (socio-economic, demographic data)

2) To appropriate the theoretical tools specific to the field of study: analysis models of intercultural relations
and migration phenomena, vocabulary associated with the different paradigms (assimilation, integration,
citizenship, interculturalism, universalism/multiculturalism, internal/external interethnic border, racialisation,
majorities/minorities, ethno-cultural awareness, intersectionality, gender of globalisation, etc.).

3) To develop a capacity for critical reading, for deconstructing media-political categories (ideological process of
labelling and stigmatisation)

Evaluation methods Commentaries of extracts from texts not studied in class related to the proposed corpus (terms to be defined).

Teaching methods - Ex cathedra presentations

- Reading and commentaries of "classical" extracts and recent texts (to be specified)

- Introduction of action-research and field investigations (with the will not to dichotomise pure and applied research);

- Exploitation of filmed documents. For example, viewing of excerpts from the American series "The Wire" (theme
of the over-criminalisation of immigrants, strato-ethnicisation of school...)

Content (1) Concepts: Emergence of immigration sociology from the School of Chicago, Late emergence of a
European sociology (especially French) of immigration: predominance of the structural analysis of class relations
(immigration / capitalist exploitation), illegitimacy of the object of study; Theoretical renewals in the United States
(racial frontier, ethnicity, etc.); Sociological issues of "integration" (in work, at school), racism and discriminations -
as part of national models of intra-European immigration policy (see point 2.); Knowledge and transnational social
movements located at the intersection of “race”, gender and class.

Discussed authors among the following: Thomas/Znaniecki; Park/Burgess; Wirth; Frazier; Gordon; Glazer-
Moynihan; Portes et Zhou; Noiriel; Schnapper; Sayad; Balibar/Wallerstein; Rex; Tripier; De Wenden; Costa-
Lascoux; Beaud/Pialoux; De Rudder; Fassin; Van Zanten; Barth;Poutignat et Streiff-Fenart; Juteau; Bastenier;
Bertheleu; Tersigni; Crenshaw; Bilge; Dorlin; Haraway; Palomares/Testenoire; Falquet; etc.

(2) Factual entries, state managements: European Policies of immigration / integration and "transnational"
citizenship; data (socio-economic, demographic) on contemporary migration in Europe, especially in Belgium; state
of affairs on immigration and integration studies in French-speaking Belgium; overview of the research in Flanders.

Discussed authors among the following: Entingen ; Castles ; Koopmans/Passy ; Ilke Adam, ULB ; Matéo Alaluf,
ULB ; Mathieu Bietlot, ULB ; Fabienne Brion, UCL ; Felice Dassetto, UCL ; Nadia Fadil, KUL ; Pascale Jamoulle,
UCL ; Estelle Krzeslo, ULB ; Ural Manço, FUSL ;Altay Manço ; Marco Martiniello, ULG ; Anne Morelli, ULB ; Nouria
Ouali, ULB ; Andrea Rea, ULB ;Margarita Sanchez, ULB ; Fabienne Scandella ; etc.

(3) Controversies / perspectives

Reflections on the tension between the "immigration - political / media concern " and "immigration-object of study"
of social sciences;

Interest in political news topics: Diversity of national policies for managing migration flows (quota system, points
policy, "chosen" immigration, demographic necessity to re-open borders...).

For example, suggested enlightenment through the analysis of the de facto correlation between neoliberalism and
illegal immigration;

(F. Brown, 2006)

Significance of the analysis of social interrelationships: impossibility to separate unequal relations between men
and women from other dominations - class / race.

For example, proposed approach to the globalisation phenomenon as it is built on and reinforces the gendered
power relations (immigration and care);

(J. Falquet, Hirate H. et al, 2010)

Another example, proposed analysis of African-American feminist movements ("Black feminism") born from a self-
differentiation from American feminism criticised for its "white solipsism." (E. Dorlin, 2008)

Interest for the issue of intercultural relations within social intervention practices.

For example, proposal to focus on the role of interculturalism within the aid relationship between social workers
and youth born of 2nd/3rd generation of Moroccan migrants in Brussels. (U. Manço, 2012; A. Manço)
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Programmes containing this learning unit (UE)

Program title Acronym Credits Prerequisite Learning outcomes

Bachelor in History HISB1BA 5

Bachelor in Law DROB1BA 5

Bachelor in Law French-Dutch

(and French-Dutch-English)
DRNB1BA 5

Bachelor in Information and

Communication
COMB1BA 5

Bachelor in Information and

Communication (French-

English)

COAB1BA 5

Bachelor in Information and

Communication (French-Dutch-

English)

COTB1BA 5

Bachelor in Sociology and

Anthropology
SOCB1BA 5

Bachelor in Sociology and

Anthropology (French-English)
SOAB1BA 5

Bachelor in Sociology and

Anthropology (French-Dutch-

English)

SOTB1BA 5

Bachelor in Political Sciences SPOB1BA 5

Bachelor in Political Sciences

(French-English)
SPAB1BA 5

Bachelor in Translation

and Interpreting [Filière en

communication interculturelle]

TIMB1BA 5
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