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bpols1110
2023

Communication science

5.00 credits 30.0 h + 6.0 h Q1

Teacher(s) Patriarche Geoffroy ;Wiard Victor (compensates Patriarche Geoffroy) ;

Language : French

Place of the course Bruxelles Saint-Louis

Learning outcomes At the end of this learning unit, the student is able to :
1. To move, act and interact in a more critical and responsible way in the contemporary media and digital

environment.
2. To identify and understand the main theoretical approaches that have contributed to the growth and

development of media and communication studies.
3. To relate media and communication studies to other disciplines in the humanities and social sciences, both in

terms of specificity and continuity.
4. To apply theoretical concepts and approaches for analyzing concrete objects or situations in the media and

communication environment.
5. To gain a better understanding of the requirements and skills involved in being a university student.

Evaluation methods Be it face-to-face or at a distance, the assessment method is a written exam covering the different aspects of the
content and competences addressed in the lectures and the practical work.

The exam includes “theoretical” questions as well as more “practical” questions. It evaluates the following
dimensions:

- one’s comprehension of the theories and concepts;

- one’s capacity to explain precisely in writing the theories and concepts;

- one’s capacity to synthesize the course content and make links between the different parts of it;

- one’s capacity to apply the theories and concepts to media and communication phenomena;

- one’s capacity to adopt a critical stance toward common sense on media and communication.

In a face-to-face situation, the exam will include closed questions as well as open-ended questions. If the exam
has to take place at a distance, it would only include open-ended questions and the students would be allowed to
use their course material (course notes provided by the professor, personal notes, resources available on Moodle
and in the Facebook group). Accessing other materials is strictly prohibited.

Class attendance is checked at each practical work session, be it face-to-face or at a distance. In case of two non-
justified or “non-legitimate” absences, one point will be deducted from the final grade in January. In case of three
non-justified or “non-legitimate” absences, two points will be deducted from the final grade in January. In case of
more than three non-justified or “non-legitimate” absences, the final grade in January will be 0/20.

The attendance of the practical work sessions is not taken into account in the June and September evaluations

Teaching methods The teaching unit consists in lectures and practical work.

Regarding the lectures, the professor explains the content of the course in a concise way, using visual
presentations. Each lecture allows for interactions with/among the students, for instance through online quizzes
(via Wooclap) with live responses by the students (who use their smartphone or any other device), followed by
an evaluation of the responses by the professor. The objective of those interactive moments is twofold: first, to
go in-depth into the subject matter of the course, second, to help the students figuring out what kind of learning
is required from them. During the last lecture, there will be a moment dedicated to the students’ questions on the
course content and to the presentation of the guidelines for the final exam.

The students have at their disposal a complete syllabus, which allows the professor to focus on key or more difficult
aspects during the lectures, as well as to allocate some time for interaction with/among the students. The visual
presentations are also provided to the students.

The practical work sessions are mandatory. They have two main objectives: 1) to provide occasions for an active
use of the course content by students, through exercises in which the students have to apply the theories and
concepts to concrete objects or topical subjects, and 2) to help the students perceiving what kind of learning is
required in the context of the course, through simulations of exam questions and collective debriefings

Content What is information? What is communication? How do media and social network sites influence our understanding
of the world? How does a message produce meaning? What are the mechanisms of propaganda and
disinformation? Do political communication campaigns have an impact? What competences do we use when we
interpret a message? Why can we say that media and algorithms are sites of political and ideological struggle?

These questions, and many others, will be addressed through a series of different approaches that help to elaborate
them in a scientific way and provide elements of response. The course is organised in the following chapters:

• Basic concepts
• The “Lasswell formula”... or how to structure an Information and communication course
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• Gatekeeping by the media: foundations and renewals
• Framing as an operation of meaning production
• Communication and meaning: structural approaches
• The mathematical theory of information
• The emergence of audience studies: crowds and masses in the early 20th century
• Propaganda and disinformation
• The Frankfurt School’s critical theory and ideological domination
• Functionalist audience research: “limited” and “complex” effects
• Cultural studies and media reception

Inline resources The teaching unit has a course website on Moodle.
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Programmes containing this learning unit (UE)

Program title Acronym Credits Prerequisite Learning outcomes

Bachelor in French and

Romance Languages and

Letters

ROMB1BA 5

Bachelor in Information and

Communication
COMB1BA 5

Bachelor in Information and

Communication (French-Dutch-

English)

COTB1BA 5

Bachelor in Economics and

Management
ECGB1BA 5

Bachelor : Business Engineering INGB1BA 5

Bachelor in Sociology and

Anthropology
SOCB1BA 5

Bachelor in Sociology and

Anthropology (French-Dutch-

English)

SOTB1BA 5

Bachelor in Political Sciences SPOB1BA 5

Bachelor in Political Sciences

(French-Dutch-English)
SPTB1BA 5

Bachelor in Translation

and Interpreting [Filière en

communication interculturelle]

TIMB1BA 5

https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2023-romb1ba.html
https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2023-romb1ba-cours_acquis_apprentissages.html
https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2023-comb1ba.html
https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2023-comb1ba-cours_acquis_apprentissages.html
https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2023-cotb1ba.html
https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2023-cotb1ba-cours_acquis_apprentissages.html
https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2023-ecgb1ba.html
https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2023-ecgb1ba-cours_acquis_apprentissages.html
https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2023-ingb1ba.html
https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2023-ingb1ba-cours_acquis_apprentissages.html
https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2023-socb1ba.html
https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2023-socb1ba-cours_acquis_apprentissages.html
https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2023-sotb1ba.html
https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2023-sotb1ba-cours_acquis_apprentissages.html
https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2023-spob1ba.html
https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2023-spob1ba-cours_acquis_apprentissages.html
https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2023-sptb1ba.html
https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2023-sptb1ba-cours_acquis_apprentissages.html
https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2023-timb1ba.html
https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2023-timb1ba-cours_acquis_apprentissages.html

