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larko2232
2023

Archaeology of the Contemporary
Past

5.00 credits 30.0 h Q2

This biannual learning is being organized in 2023-2024

Teacher(s) Praet Estelle (compensates Vanden Broeck-Parant Jean) ;Vanden Broeck-Parant Jean ;

Language : French
> English-friendly

Place of the course Louvain-la-Neuve

Prerequisites A sufficient knowledge of English is required, both to read part of the reference bibliography and to take part in the
discussion sessions following some of the lectures given in English.

Main themes The course's primary objective is to provide an overview of archaeological research and projects focused on a
period spanning from the First World War to the present day in the Western world. It also aims at illustrating the
specificities of the archaeology of the recent past, both in terms of epistemology and theoretical framework, while
underlining the methodological reconfigurations linked to it.

The course also seeks to highlight the many social, political, economic and ecological realities that have interested
these contemporary archaeologies (e.g., social inequalities, colonialism, racism, armed conflicts, state violence,
propaganda, ecosystem disruption, resource depletion, pollution, etc.), realities that they have also illuminated
through their examination and approaches - sometimes innovative, sometimes more traditional - of a wide range
of material remains.

In so doing, the main purpose of the learning unit is to highlight the relevance of an archaeological reading of
contemporary realities the material expression and implications of which are all too rarely acknowledged.

Learning outcomes

Evaluation methods Validation of the teaching unit will be the result of the organisation of a group seminar (50%) and an individual
written assignment (50%) on one of the themes presented during the course.

Teaching methods The course consists of lecture sessions on the themes presented above. Some of these lectures will be given by
guest experts. A field trip will be organised during the term.

Prerequisites: Most publications will be in English as well as at least one conference, so a passive understanding
of English is necessary.

Content The course will begin with an introductory session presenting the theoretical development of the archaeology of
the contemporary world, not limited to the Western world. Subsequent lectures will address theoretical frameworks
and case studies to better understand the different approaches to contemporary world archaeology and the
Anthropocene. The content of the course will be given in lectures and/or conferences and will present projects
and theoretical frameworks that have marked the history of the discipline. Each lecture will include a discussion of
articles (to be read by students) specific to the topic presented in the lecture. The summary of themes presented
below brings together the various topics discussed but their order and organisation are subject to change.

Contents:

1.    Introduction: archaeology of contemporary worlds, a paradox?

2.    Archaeology of conflicts

3.    Archaeology of everyday life, consumerism, and entertainment

4.    Archaeology and waste

5.    Archaeology of movement

6.    Archaeology of resistance

7.    Archaeology and climate change

8.    Archaeology and ruins

9.    Archaeology and pandemics

10.    An archaeology of the present (and recent past) for a better future?

Inline resources All the teaching material related to the course will be made available to students on Moodle. Most publications will
be in English, so a passive comprehension of English is essential.
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Other infos The course will consist of a lecture or conference, as well as a discussion following the presentation of the theme.
The lecture will be followed, from the 4th class onwards (depending on the size of the group), by a seminar
organised by the students, which will form part of the assessment.
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Programmes containing this learning unit (UE)

Program title Acronym Credits Prerequisite Learning outcomes

Master [120] in History of Art

and Archaeology : General
ARKE2M 5

Master [60] in History of Art and

Archaeology : General
ARKE2M1 5

https://sites.uclouvain.be/archives-portail/ppe2023/en-prog-2023-arke2m.html
https://sites.uclouvain.be/archives-portail/ppe2023/en-prog-2023-arke2m-cours_acquis_apprentissages.html
https://sites.uclouvain.be/archives-portail/ppe2023/en-prog-2023-arke2m1.html
https://sites.uclouvain.be/archives-portail/ppe2023/en-prog-2023-arke2m1-cours_acquis_apprentissages.html

