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bdrho2132
2024

Human Rights and the Information
Society

4.00 credits 30.0 h Q2

 This learning unit is not open to incoming exchange students!

Teacher(s) Verbruggen Valérie ;

Language : French

Place of the course Bruxelles Saint-Louis

Learning outcomes At the end of this learning unit, the student is able to :
Understand the impact of the development of the Internet on our society, which has become the "information
society", and particularly on fundamental rights and freedoms. Technological development is presenting new
challenges for rights and freedoms: the right to privacy is being called into question by the commoditisation of
personal data and the monitoring of every trace we leave when we use technology; freedom of information is being
undermined by the spread of disinformation and fake news; freedom of movement is being called into question;
political rights are being undermined; the electoral process is being affected, and so on.

Evaluation methods Assessment is by means of an oral examination. This examination can be replaced by a written assignment on a
topic chosen among the designated list which is made available to students or on a topic proposed by the student.

Teaching methods The course methodology mixes lectures and case studies.

Content 1. Introduction: what is the 'information society'?
2. The Internet and new challenges for rights and freedoms: challenges to the right to privacy, freedom of

information and communication, freedom of movement, political rights (the right to vote), etc.
3. The evolution of the concept of privacy in the doctrine and case law of the European Court of Human Rights
4. The protection of personal data: international recognition; GDPR (European General Data Protection

Regulation)
5. Data transfers
6. Internet and privacy: surfing traces, spam, cookies
7. Protecting freedom of expression and information on the Internet

Bibliography
Aucun

Other infos The students have at their disposal a collection of texts and documents; the slide presentation is made available
to students via the course website.
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Programmes containing this learning unit (UE)

Program title Acronym Credits Prerequisite Learning outcomes

Advanced Master in Human

Rights (shift schedule)
DRHB2MC 4

Attestation de réussite :

accession au niveau A pour les

fonctionnaires fédéraux

ACNA7FC 4

https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2024-drhb2mc.html
https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2024-drhb2mc-cours_acquis_apprentissages.html
https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2024-acna7fc.html
https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2024-acna7fc-cours_acquis_apprentissages.html

