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bhist1227
2024

Palaeography and Diplomatics

4.00 credits 45.0 h Q1

Teacher(s) Desmette Philippe ;

Language : French

Place of the course Bruxelles Saint-Louis

Learning outcomes At the end of this learning unit, the student is able to :
This course has two objectives. Firstly, to familiarise students with the theoretical foundations of diplomatics and
palaeography. Secondly, to give students the skills to be able to apply the theory with regard to: deciphering ancient
texts, identification of writings, textual analysis of historical documents, etc.

Evaluation methods The students have to prepare some texts that are examined in class.

The final examination has three parts 1) a theoretical part 2) the analyse of a text studied in class 3) the analysis
of a second text not previously studied in class.

Teaching methods As well as covering the theory, the course is also applied and offers students the opportunity to decipher and
analyse historical charters themselves in class.

Content The palaeography part of the course considers evolution of the roman alphabet since the early centuries BC
to the 18th Century. The course examines the principal characteristics of each type of alphabet using historical
documents. The diplomatics part covers a wide historical period from the 7th to the 18th centuries and introduces
students to the principal rules and traditions of the field.

Bibliography
Une bibliographie sera fournie aux étudiants et commentée.

Other infos A course syllabus including a detailed course plan and numerous documents is provided and should be brought
to each class.
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Programmes containing this learning unit (UE)

Program title Acronym Credits Prerequisite Learning outcomes

Bachelor in History HISB1BA 4

Bachelor in History (French -

English)
HIAB1BA 4

https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2024-hisb1ba.html
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