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Place of the course Louvain-la-Neuve
Main themes Firstly, starting from a given socio-economic problem, various sociological and economic analytical frameworks

will be developed. Ideally, three or four distinct frameworks should be presented; in any case, two frameworks
constitute the minimum number. The diversity of approaches should be real and marked, in order to achieve the
course objective. For example, if a specific question within the field of social policies were chosen as a common
problem, the instructors might develop how (a) new institutional economics, (b) the economics of conventions, (c)
the neoclassical theory of contracts, or (d) economic sociology address this problem. In the second part, these
different analytical frameworks would be compared to better understand their contributions and limitations, as well
as their implications for the design of public policies.

Learning outcomes At the end of this learning unit, the student is able to :

By the end of this course unit, students will be able to:

1. The course "Economy and Society" is taught jointly by sociologists and economists. The objective
of the course is to introduce students to the analysis of economic issues from an interdisciplinary
perspective, specifically through the dialogue between the contributions of economics and sociology
to the understanding of economic phenomena. Various paradigms or methodological approaches

1 will be reviewed to make students aware of the plurality of perspectives and tools available for
analysis. The course also aims to understand how the diversity of these analytical frameworks in
contemporary societies influences the nature of public debate and concrete political decision-making
processes. By the end of this course, students should be able to better grasp the specificities of different
analytical frameworks and critically assess the contributions and limitations of the main approaches.
This course is linked to the option "Economy, Society, and Socio-Ecological Transition," which provides
a multidisciplinary perspective on economic phenomena.

Evaluation methods Students will be assessed on the basis of an oral exam at the end of the semester (offered in English and in
French according to the student’s preference).

Teaching methods The main feature of this course will be its will to engage students as peers instructing one another. Advance
readings have to be made prior to the session, and the dynamic of the class (some classes being online, others
on site, cf. the course detailed schedule) will be as interactive as possible. You are expected to be willing to get
actively involved during the class and make the required readings prior to it. If for any reason this is not an
option for you, we recommend you not to take this course, or we urge you to come to discuss your concerns with
the instructors.

This is especially important because the course is based on the readings, and on the students’ personal
contributions to the discussion in class. This course is structured as a reading seminar in which students have
maximal space for participation (as much as possible given the sanitary constraints). The instructors’ role will be
to offer synthesis or clarification, but the material of the course will be built up from the readings and the
discussions. This class is instructed in English as a way to offer you an opportunity in your curriculum to hold
conceptual and intellectual discussion in English, more than to deal with technical problems and vocabulary. The
course material is composed of the slides, and of the instructors’ notes, to be completed by your personal notes.
This material should ease the task of those who fear not to be fully competent in English. A fully passive command
of English is required in order to understand readings and discussions in class. A weaker active command is
acceptable, reflected in the fact that the oral exam is offered in both English and French.

Content The course is taught in English.

Different analytical frameworks from sociology and economics will be developed. We will highlight the
epistemological and methodological foundations of these frameworks and examine how they approach the same
socio-economic issues (such as the conception of economic agents, markets, public action, and the state). The
goal of this course is to introduce students to systematically evaluating the scope and implications of different social
science approaches on various socio-economic phenomena. The analysis will focus on three specific themes: work,
nature, and money. The methodology developed will enable students to apply these different analytical currents
to these three socio-economic issues (work, nature, and money) to develop a pluralistic perspective on socio-
economic facts and the resulting public policies.

Inline resources The course material is to be found on Moodle.
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Cass R. Sunstein; Lucia A. Reisch, “Automatically Green: Behavioral Economics and Environmental Protection”, 38
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Other infos Prerequisite: Political Economics, basic course sociology

Course support: Reading Portfolio (available on Moodle)

Faculty or entity in
charge

ECON
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Programmes containing this learning unit (UE)

Program title Acronym Credits Prerequisite Learning outcomes
Certificat d'université en éthique
o ETES9CE 5
et société
Master [120] in Sociology SOoC2M 5
Master [60] in Economics :
ECON2M1 5
General
Master [120] in Economics:
ECON2M 5
General
Master [120] in Political
. SPOL2M 5
Sciences: General
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https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2024-etes9ce.html
https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2024-etes9ce-cours_acquis_apprentissages.html
https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2024-soc2m.html
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https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2024-econ2m1.html
https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2024-econ2m1-cours_acquis_apprentissages.html
https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2024-econ2m.html
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