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Philosophy of Culture and
Intercultural Dialogue

5.00 credits 30.0 h Q2

Teacher(s) Maesschalck Marc ;

Language : French
> English-friendly

Place of the course Louvain-la-Neuve

Learning outcomes

Content Diasporic writings. From Fanon and Mbonimpa to Segato and Walsh

Course taught by Prof. Marc Maesschalck,

Q2 2023–2024

The philosophy of interculturality begins with disorientation. Thinkers from the diasporas are those who
intermediate. Their concepts borrow from a hegemonic language and culture, and they speak from a non-place
about realities that they have displaced far from themselves and their certainties. But by their insistence and
metamorphoses, by their exorcism and fidelity, they are inaugurating the kind of philosophising that establishes
a passage between the traumatic density of reality and the desire for a relationship with others. Saying, writing,
caring and teaching all become acts that create avenues of “disidentification” and invite us to revisit the question
of the method by which thought opens up to the situations that shape how we feel. From the writers of the West
Indies, Fanon and Glissant in particular, to the Canadian-Burundian author Mbonimpa, there is a methodical and
lived move towards a form of thought that is resolutely intercultural, not only in what it says, but also in its own act
of self-creation. These thinkers share a diasporic reference to historical communities that take on the appearance
of archetypes through the narrative of struggles and the interpretation of cultural symbols. The course will attempt
to identify the commonalities and challenges of a philosophy of interculturality that emerge from these trajectories,
drawing in particular on the theoretical frameworks of Rita Segato and Catherine Walsh. The idea that guides this
reinterpretation is that the narratives to which the authors in diaspora refer create a form of third place in which
a counter-pedagogy of the traumatic narrative becomes possible, firstly by moving on to a metanarrative, which
makes it possible to unlearn cultural presuppositions, and then to engage in the experimentation of a counter-
narrative, the aesthetic manifestations of which may vary and signal, in any case, a post-traumatic relaunch of the
relationship with others.
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Programmes containing this learning unit (UE)

Program title Acronym Credits Prerequisite Learning outcomes

Bachelor in Modern Languages

and Literatures: German, Dutch

and English

GERM1BA 5

Bachelor in Ancient and Modern

Languages and Literatures
LAFR1BA 5

Bachelor in Philosophy, Politics

and Economics
PPE1BA 5

Minor in Culture and Creation MINCUCREA 5

Bachelor in Philosophy FILO1BA 5

Bachelor in French and

Romance Languages and

Literatures : General

ROM1BA 5

Bachelor in Modern Languages

and Literatures : General
ROGE1BA 5

Minor "Decentering History:

Subalternities and postcolonial

Studies"

MINDHIS 5

https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2024-germ1ba.html
https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2024-germ1ba-cours_acquis_apprentissages.html
https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2024-lafr1ba.html
https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2024-lafr1ba-cours_acquis_apprentissages.html
https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2024-ppe1ba.html
https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2024-ppe1ba-cours_acquis_apprentissages.html
https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2024-mincucrea.html
https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2024-mincucrea-cours_acquis_apprentissages.html
https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2024-filo1ba.html
https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2024-filo1ba-cours_acquis_apprentissages.html
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https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2024-rom1ba-cours_acquis_apprentissages.html
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https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2024-roge1ba-cours_acquis_apprentissages.html
https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2024-mindhis.html
https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2024-mindhis-cours_acquis_apprentissages.html

