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bhddrl215 Criminal Law procedure + Exercises
2025 session with casus

B UCLouvain

The version you're consulting is not final. This course description may change. The final version will be published on 1st June.

6.00 credits 30.0h+9.0h Q2
Teacher(s) Nederlandt Olivia ;
Language : French
Place of the course Bruxelles Saint-Louis
Learning outcomes At the end of this learning unit, the student is able to :

By the end of the course, the students should be able to master the fundamental notions of criminal procedure,
not only in terms of theory, but also as to its practical implications. The students should be able to explain the
different stages that mark the criminal trial (information, inquiry, trial, right of appeal, etc.) as well as the role
and responsibilities of the different parties who participate to it (prosecutor, judge, defence, civil party, etc.). The
students should also be able to use the different sources of criminal procedure, be they legislative or jurisprudential,
national or international.

By the end of the practical exercises, the student should have developed:

- a mastery in legal methodology (research and use of sources of law, structure of a text, correct referencing of
commentaries);

- the ability to reason in law (identify a legal issue and develop a clear and precise answer; read, understand and
analyse legal texts; use legal language correctly; develop a sense of reasoned critique);

- the ability to express himself on a legal issue (through discussions with the lecturer and between peers);

- his time-management (meeting deadlines) and collective work skills (group research and discussions are
encouraged; however, each student has to submit a personal and original work)

Evaluation methods The course evaluation is based on a written exam covering the material seen during the course, including various
types of questions (open questions, multiple-choice questions, multiple-response questions, true or false, practical
cases, etc.). The questions are designed to assess the students' level of knowledge and test their ability to read,
understand, and explain legal texts. Students are required to bring their BAC Code to the exam.

The practical work is marked out of 20 and the mark awarded is worth a quarter of the final mark. The assessment
criteria are: the quality of the intellectual approach and the resolution of the practical problem, the structure of the
written work, rigour in both form and content, the bibliography and the correct use of sources, compliance with
constraints, spelling and participation in the sessions.

Attendance is mandatory for the practical work. More than one unjustified absence on the practical work will be
penalised by the overall grade of “0/20 absent” (0A/20) in the teaching unit for the session of June. Unjustified
failure to hand in the final paper is penalized by the overall grade of 0A/20 in the teaching unit for the related
session. Unjustified absence at an exam in June or September is penalized by the overall grade of 0A/20 in the
teaching unit for the related session. If an attendance mark is requested for the submission of practical work or for
the exam, the student will have 0/20 for the related session.

In the case of a justified delay, the deadline for submitting the work will be extended by the number of days
equivalent to the difference between the start date of the medical certificate and the original submission date, with
a maximum of 10 days.

In the case of an unjustified delay, 2 points will be deducted from the total score for every 24-hour period started;
a delay of more than 5 days, the submission of non-genuine work, or failure to submit will result in an absence
grade (0A).

Students are expected to make responsible use of artificial intelligence tools, according to the document ‘The
Responsible Use of Generative Atrtificial Intelligence,' approved by the Faculty Council. Students are required to
sign a 'Commitment to Integrity' to this effect. Failure to submit the signed integrity commitment will result in a
two-point deduction.

The written work will be analysed using ‘Compilatio’ software to detect plagiarism and content generated by artificial
intelligence.

Finally, students are expected to use the referencing system taught at the Faculty for their work; a summary table
will be given to them at the beginning of the practice work.
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Teaching methods

The course is a lecture centred around: emphasising the most important points of the subject matter; establishing
links between the different parts of the course and comparisons between principles and concepts; the commentary
of applicable clauses and the illustration of principles based on decisions of jurisprudence.

A PowerPoint presentation, available on the course's Moodle website, is shown during the course to facilitate
commentary on legal texts and analysis of case law.

The practical work is organised in several stages, enabling the assistants to monitor the students' progress. From
the beginning, the students have at their disposal the specifications manual, setting out the procedure to follow
and providing bibliographical references. Solving the practical case requires the use of various sources: legislation,
legal doctrine, case law...

At an intermediate stage, the student is invited to submit an intermediate paper that shows the research that has
already been done) , so that the assistant can adjust the direction taken by the student.

Students can ask questions at the assistant's office or online via Microsoft Teams.

The coursework ends with a correction session, which provides a positive assessment of the work done.

At the end of the year, students are asked to evaluate the course and the practical work.

For the 2024-2025 academic year, a pilot project will be implemented as part of this course, aiming to deliver
the course within a penitentiary facility, specifically at the Forest detention house, to a mixed group composed of
students from Saint-Louis, staff members of the detention house, and residents of the detention house. The course
will be taught in "three-hour blocks" (within a shorter period).

Content

Having set out the guiding principles of criminal law procedure, the course will describe the exercise and
suppression modes of public action and civil action. It will then move on to the protagonists and characteristics
of the pre-trial stage (information and inquiry) and trial stage of the criminal trial, ending with the examination of
legal remedies.

The course ends with an introduction to European and international criminal law and a discussion of legal theory
in relation to certain developments in the criminal law and criminal law procedure.

In the context of practical work, the students must write an intermediate report as well as a final paper addressing
specific questions related to a described situation (see the guidelines related to the practical work).

Inline resources

On the course's Moodle site, students will find the PowerPoint presentation, as well as, for informational and
illustrative purposes, internet links to videos, podcasts, or other resources related to the course.

Bibliography

Les étudiants qui souhaitent des informations complémentaires peuvent consulter I'ouvrage intitulé « Introduction a
la procédure pénale », publié chez La Charte ; et pour une version plus compléte encore, I'ouvrage « Droit de la
procédure pénale » de M.-A. BEERNAERT, H.-D. BOLSY et D. VANDERMEERSCH (deux volumes) publié chez La
Charte.

Students wishing further information may consult the book "Introduction a la procédure pénale”, published by La
Charte ; and for an even more comprehensive version, the book "Droit de la procédure pénale" by M.-A. BEERNAERT,
H.-D. BOLSY and D. VANDERMEERSCH (two volumes) published by La Charte.

Other infos

Students are invited to consult the course Moodle regularly for the latest news, including announcements.
An online forum is available to answer gquestions.

Students are invited to study with their BAC Code (edition 2024-2025). With regard to the annotation of the BAC
Code, students should refer to the instructions included in the BAC Code.

Faculty or entity in
charge

DRTB
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Programmes containing this learning unit (UE)

Program title

Acronym

Credits

Prerequisite

Learning outcomes

Bachelor in Law (shift schedule)

DRDB1BA
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