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lesp2840
2025

Literature and cinema in
contemporary Spain

The version you’re consulting is not final. This course description may change. The final version will be published on 1st June.

5.00 credits 22.5 h Q1

Language : Spanish

Place of the course Louvain-la-Neuve

Prerequisites Consolidated B2 level in Spanish.

Main themes We shall study a part of the Spanish contemporary literature and cinema from a particular perspective: the
representation in relation to dominant cultural and literary currents and specific social, political, economic
and ecological circumstances in contemporary Spain.

Learning outcomes At the end of this learning unit, the student is able to :

1
identify the main historical and social stages of demographic movements between town and
country in literary texts and films from 20th and 21st century Spain; be able to establish links
between these developments and the environmental situation in contemporary Spain;

2
characterise the literary and cinematographic representation of rurality in relation to specific literary
and cultural trends (social realism in the 1950s, neo-gothic in the 21st century, etc.);

3
produce an analysis of the representation of rurality that builds bridges between the cultural
or literary tradition in which the work is set and given socio-economic, political and ecological
circumstances.

This learning unit contributes to the development and command of the following skills and learning
outcomes of the ELAL programmes (ELAL learning outcomes): 2.7, 3.2,3.5, 4.1, 4.2, 4.4

Evaluation methods Participation in the course will be subject to continuous assessment (20%). The examination will be oral
and will include the defense of an essay done by pairs (40%) and a question on the course (40%). At
the September session, only the oral examination will be taken into account, each part of which will be
worth 50%.

Teaching methods The course will alternate between lectures, discussions of articles presented by small groups of students
and literary or film analyses.

Content The course will begin by defining the notion of rurality, on geographical and demographic bases, before
analysing its representation in two ways. The first will be historical, highlighting the evolution of literary
and cinematographic representations of rurality in relation to political and socio-economic developments
in Spain in the 20th century. The authors covered will be : Antonio Machado, Luis Buñuel, Federico García
Lorca, Ana María Matute and Miguel Delibes. The second part of the course will focus on the Spanish
neo-rural narrative, typical of the last decade (2013-2023). Several case studies will be analysed within an
interdisciplinary framework, where filmic and literary analysis will be conducted within the interdisciplinary
framework of environmental studies. Some more specific issues will be addressed, such as community,
the return of the gothic genre, contradictory models of ecological transition, etc.

Inline resources Articles and texts available on Moodle.

https://padlet.com/algregoire/elal-acquis-d-apprentissages-formations-g-n-rales-bacheliers-lctdo21ivt0cth9f
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Other infos Compulsory reading novels can be borrowed from the library.

Faculty or entity in charge ELAL

https://ils.bib.uclouvain.be/uclouvain/documents/2093469
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Programmes containing this learning unit (UE)

Program title Acronym Credits Prerequisite Learning outcomes

Certificat universitaire en

littérature
LITT9CE 5

Master [60] in Modern

Languages and Literatures :

General

ROGE2M1 5

Master [120] in Modern

Languages and Literatures :

General

ROGE2M 5

Master [120] in French and

Romance Languages and

Literatures : General

ROM2M 5

Master [120] of Education,

Section 4 : Modern Languages
LMOD2M4 5

Master [120] of Education,

Section 4 : French
FRAN2M4 5

https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2025-litt9ce.html
https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2025-litt9ce-cours_acquis_apprentissages.html
https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2025-roge2m1.html
https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2025-roge2m1-cours_acquis_apprentissages.html
https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2025-roge2m.html
https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2025-roge2m-cours_acquis_apprentissages.html
https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2025-rom2m.html
https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2025-rom2m-cours_acquis_apprentissages.html
https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2025-lmod2m4.html
https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2025-lmod2m4-cours_acquis_apprentissages.html
https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2025-fran2m4.html
https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2025-fran2m4-cours_acquis_apprentissages.html

