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Epistemologies of gender studies
research

The version you’re consulting is not final. This course description may change. The final version will be published on 1st June.

5.00 credits 24.0 h Q1

 This learning unit is not open to incoming exchange students!

Language : French

Place of the course Bruxelles Saint-Louis

Main themes Gender plays a major role in structuring societies. It is also an innovative concept that grasps sexual
differentiation and the reproduction of inequalities between men and women in an increasingly numerous
and varied number of fields. The development of a genuine interdisciplinary approach around these
questions has contributed to the emergence of an impressive range of theories and methods. However,
the plurality of institutional contexts in which gender is mobilized as well as its privileged but complex
relationship with the different branches of feminist theorization and practice make it sometimes difficult to
use. If, in theory, any situation or phenomenon is likely to be the subject of a gender analysis, the choice
and establishment of a method is certainly an issue in itself.

The aim of this course is to introduce students to research methods in gender studies. It teaches different
ways of mobilizing the concept in order to produce a critical and emancipatory knowledge. It also examines
the epistemological challenges of the research process in the context of gender studies. The aim is to
equip students so that they can carry out their own reflections on a subject of their choice. The course also
examines whether and how research methods involving gender lead to doing research in a "different" way.

Learning outcomes At the end of this learning unit, the student is able to :

1
Read thoroughly, understand and explain the content of articles and studies that mobilize the
concept of gender;

2 Formulate a research question by mobilizing the concept of gender;

3
Choose a method for collecting the data needed to carry out your research and anticipate the risks
associated with not considering gender;

4
Identify relevant literature (bibliography), select concepts and justify their relationship to gender
theories;

5
Identify the challenges raised by the subject/methods chosen in relation to feminist epistemology
and clarify your posture vis-à-vis these challenges;

6 Write an essay using scientific language in a gender-neutral style.

Evaluation methods Instructions for the end-of-course assignment and final assessment

            1.      Individual work (8/20): 2-hour table-top assignment in the January 2024-2025 session. Two
questions based on the course.

            2.      Group work (12/20): Apply reflection on the epistemology of research in gender studies to a
specific theme or subject. Group work to be handed in during the examination session no later than 11.59
p.m. on Monday, January 6, 2025. 20000 signs including spaces, excluding bibliography. 

Successful completion of the various parts of the examination is essential to demonstrate the skills and
knowledge defined in the learning outcomes for the teaching unit.  A failing grade (i.e. 0 for work not
submitted, or a below-average grade for work submitted) in any part will result in a failing grade for the
entire EU. The grade awarded for the examination will be that of the failed section with the lowest grade.
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Teaching methods The course is based on :

1.         Thematic presentations by the teacher and/or invited guests.

2.         Readings covering the various themes mentioned above. The teaching team will propose a selection
of texts to be read and prepared before the sessions.

3.         Peer exchanges and feedback on a preliminary draft of the final work. Each student will be able
to ask a question about the texts to be read. Attending the teacher's presentations, asking questions and
contributing to peer exchanges are all part of the teaching method proposed.

Content The course focuses on the epistemological models involved in gender studies in the humanities and social
sciences. It examines the methodology of knowledge production and introduces the technical aspects of
collecting and analysing data or corpora. The aim is to provide students with the tools they need to engage
in personal reflection in this area. The course aims to highlight the distinctive features of gender-based
research methods, which are not apparent in research carried out in isolation from gender.

At the end of the course, you will be able to :

        formulate a research question using the concept of gender ;

        choose a method and identify the steps involved in collecting and/or analysing the data/corpus needed
to carry out research in the field of gender studies;

        identify the challenges raised by the subject/methods chosen in terms of feminist epistemology and
clarify your position in relation to them;

Inline resources A general bibliography, a portfolio of articles and reading guides will be made available on UCLine.
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Faculty or entity in charge FIAL

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/131706.Linda_Tuhiwai_Smith
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Programmes containing this learning unit (UE)

Program title Acronym Credits Prerequisite Learning outcomes

Advanced Master in Gender

Studies
GENR2MC 5

https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2025-genr2mc.html
https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2025-genr2mc-cours_acquis_apprentissages.html

