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Introduction into Vedic Sanskrit

The version you’re consulting is not final. This course description may change. The final version will be published on 1st June.

5.00 credits 30.0 h Q2

This biannual learning is being organized in 2025-2026

Language : French
> English-friendly

Place of the course Louvain-la-Neuve

Prerequisites LGLOR1670 Sanskrit I et LGLOR1680 Sanskrit II

The prerequisite(s) for this Teaching Unit (Unité d’enseignement – UE) for the programmes/courses that offer this
Teaching Unit are specified at the end of this sheet.

Main themes Introduction into Vedic Sanskrit, the most archaic state of Old Indo-Aryan before its fixation in the form of
classical Sanskrit, represented by texts ranging from the hymns of the Rigveda to ritualistic prose.

Systematic presentation of the phonetics, morphology and syntax of this form of Sanskrit, illustrated by
extracts from representative texts.

Learning outcomes At the end of this learning unit, the student is able to :

1
translate and grammatically analyse, using the appropriate tools, Vedic texts of simple and medium
level;

2 observe the linguistic peculiarities of this state of language in relation to classical Sanskrit;

3 understand the basic concepts of Vedic culture, mythology and religion.

Evaluation methods Oral exam consisting in the reading, translation and grammatical analysis of example sentences or extracts
from the studied Vedic texts as well as sentences from unknown Vedic texts.

Teaching methods The lectures rely on a detailed study of Vedic texts (hymns, spells, prose commentaries) and on reference
grammars.

The exercises for the students consist in preparing the grammatical and philological analysis and
translation of the Vedic texts by using the appropriate working tools (grammar, dictionary and, where
necessary, existing French, German and English translations).

Content Vedic Sanskrit is the oldest documented language of India and the most ancient form of the Old Indo-
Aryan language of the Indo-European language family, attested in the Vedas compiled over the period of
the mid-2nd to mid-1st millennium BCE. The course deals with the linguistic peculiarities of this state of
language in relation to classical Sanskrit, focusing on its main grammatical features (accentuation, sandhi
rules, nominal and verbal morphology, syntax), style and metres. These features are illustrated by texts,
which include hymns and magic spells of the Rigveda and Atharvaveda as well as fragments of the Vedic
Brahmanical prose.
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Other infos Course taught in French but offering facilities in English, Dutch, German and Russian.

Faculty or entity in charge EHAC
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Programmes containing this learning unit (UE)

Program title Acronym Credits Prerequisite Learning outcomes

Bachelor in Ancient Languages

and Literatures: Oriental Studies
HORI1BA 5 LGLOR1680

Minor in Antiquity: Egypt,

Eastern World, Greece, Rome
MINANTI 5 LGLOR1680

https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2025-hori1ba.html
https://uclouvain.be/en-cours-2025-lglor1680
https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2025-hori1ba-cours_acquis_apprentissages.html
https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2025-minanti.html
https://uclouvain.be/en-cours-2025-lglor1680
https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2025-minanti-cours_acquis_apprentissages.html

