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Sacramentalité : Approche historique
et systématique

The version you’re consulting is not final. This course description may change. The final version will be published on 1st June.

5.00 credits 30.0 h Q2

This biannual learning is being organized in 2025-2026

Language : French

Place of the course Louvain-la-Neuve

Main themes To achieve its set goals, the course will examine the biblical and historical records by analyzing
sacramental practices to the present rituals. This historical approach will be crossed with the systematic
dossier that will address the major stages of Christian reflection in sacramental theology, up to the present
day.

Learning outcomes At the end of this learning unit, the student is able to :

1

- to use the major sources and working tools concerning sacramentality and its history;

- to situate the theological and anthropological issues of sacramental reflection;

- to understand the challenges of the  sacraments in inter-denominational dialogues.

According to the Bachelor's Degree in Religious Sciences:

A. To master the knowledge to explain Christianity in its cultural environment according to
theological disciplines;

A.3. To understand and explain the liturgical and pastoral situation of a Christian community;

A.5. To understand and interpret historical and juridical sources relating to the Christian Faith;

2

B. To use appropriate concepts to develop theological reflection;

B.4. To perceive the complementarity of the theological disciplines of positive theology, systematic
theology and practical theology;

3

D. To develop a personal theological reflection and critical thinking;

D.3. To distinguish between the theological analysis of an issue or situation and a commonsense
analysis.

Evaluation methods Students who take the class in class will be evaluated on the basis of three exercises:

• Short reading assignments and analysis of ancient and/or contemporary biblical, conciliar and
liturgical texts (4 points);

• Work on extracts from the Constitution on the Liturgy, followed by an exercise in observing a
Eucharistic liturgy (4 points);

• An examination in which you present your personal revision of the course on a poster (12 points).

Students who follow the course online will be evaluated on the basis of three exercises :

• answer worksheets based on the course notes and the book by Paul De Clerck, Vivre et comprendre
la messe, Paris, Cerf, 2016, out of 16 points (4 points for the introduction to the sacraments, 6 points
for the 3 sacraments of initiation, 6 points for the 4 other sacraments).

• to complete an assignment on extracts from the Constitution on the Liturgy, followed by an exercise
in observing a Eucharistic liturgy, out of 4 points.

Students taking the online course are asked to meet the teacher at the beginning of the course and,
if possible, to attend the discussion session on observing a Eucharistic liturgy. The teacher will be
available to answer students' questions in person or on Teams. During the examination session, a
meeting with the teacher will provide an opportunity to review the work, what has been learnt and the
working method. This meeting will help to improve your final grade, not lower it.
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Teaching methods In order to develop the spirit of historical and theological analysis and the liturgical sensitivity of the
students, the course will consist of lectures on biblical texts as well as historical and theological texts.
Students will also have to study a question of sacramental theology which will be discussed during the
course.

It is possible to follow the course at a distance, by attending 3 meetings: one at the beginning of the course,
one in the middle to report on the observation of a Eucharistic liturgy and one between the end of the
course and the exam.

Content The course is developed in two stages. The first focuses on sacramentality and sacraments in general.
It studies the evolution of the understanding of sacramentality from the patristic period to the present
day, looking at Tertullian, Thomas Aquinas and Louis-Marie Chauvet among others. Particular attention
is paid to the history of art, the liturgical movement and the directions taken by the Vatican Council. It is
on this fundamental basis that the second stage devoted to the seven sacraments is built. For each of
these, the biblical foundations, the historical background, the liturgical and symbolic developments and the
ecumenical debates are addressed. The sacrament of the Eucharist is the subject of a more substantial
development, in view of its importance in the Christian life.
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Other infos On Moodle

Faculty or entity in charge TEBI
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Programmes containing this learning unit (UE)

Program title Acronym Credits Prerequisite Learning outcomes

Certificat universitaire en

théologie (fondements)
TECA9CE 3

Minor in Christian Theology MINTHEO 5

Bachelor in religious studies RELI1BA 5

Additionnal module in Religious

Studies
APPTHEO 5

https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2025-teca9ce.html
https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2025-teca9ce-cours_acquis_apprentissages.html
https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2025-mintheo.html
https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2025-mintheo-cours_acquis_apprentissages.html
https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2025-reli1ba.html
https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2025-reli1ba-cours_acquis_apprentissages.html
https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2025-apptheo.html
https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2025-apptheo-cours_acquis_apprentissages.html

