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Geostrategy and security in the Indo-
Pacific

The version you’re consulting is not final. This course description may change. The final version will be published on 1st June.

5.00 credits 15.0 h Q1

Language : English

Place of the course Louvain-la-Neuve

Main themes This course examines major geostrategic and security issues facing selected countries in the Pacific Basin,
by emphasising both the challenges to regional peace and stability, and opportunities for cooperation.
The Asia-Pacific region, as defined for the purposes of this course, is one of the most dynamic regions
in the world. In the post-Cold War era, the region has been undergoing a major shift in the balance of
power, while struggling with the legacies of the Cold War. With a rising China, a 'rebalancing' US, a more
assertive Japan, a nuclear-armed North Korea and two divided nations - Korea and China, as well as
several territorial disputes and newly emerging powers in Southeast Asia, the Asia-Pacific is increasingly
important in global military and strategic terms, in addition to its significance in economic ones.

Learning outcomes

Evaluation methods Oral exam (closed book).

The exam is in-person.

Teaching methods The course emphasises active learning. The teaching method consists of lectures, short assignments
and small group discussions.

The course is taught in an in-person format and cannot be followed online.

Content - Introduction to the course and review of the course outline

- Conceptualisation of Asia and the Indo-Pacific region, geostrategic importance for Europe, key theoretical
perspectives

- Alliances, major power (the US-Japan-India-China) relations and strategic competition in the Indo-Pacific
region

- Geostrategic issues of the Taiwan Strait and the Korean Peninsula

- Strategy and security in Southeast Asia

- Maritime security and territorial disputes in the China Seas

- Indo-Pacific minilateralism, ASEAN-led multilateralism and institution-building; the EU and the Indo-
Pacific

Inline resources Lecture slides (PPT) and some of the readings are uploaded on Moodle.
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Other infos No previous knowledge of the Indo-Pacific region is required.

Faculty or entity in charge PSAD
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Programmes containing this learning unit (UE)

Program title Acronym Credits Prerequisite Learning outcomes

Master [120] in Political

Sciences: International

Relations

SPRI2M 5

Master [120] in Ancient

Languages and Literatures:

Oriental Studies

HORI2M 5

Master [120] in European

Studies
EURO2M 5

Master [60] in Political Sciences:

General
SPOL2M1 5

Master [120] in Political

Sciences: General
SPOL2M 5
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