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Social network research: health and
society

The version you’re consulting is not final. This course description may change. The final version will be published on 1st June.

5.00 credits 20.0 h Q2

Language : English

Place of the course Bruxelles Woluwe

Prerequisites The course aims to equip students with the skills to describe and analyze social network for health or social
issues. The curriculum covers the fundamentals of social network research and incorporates hands-on
experience in applying social network analysis to topics in health and society.

The course is taught in English.

The prerequisite(s) for this Teaching Unit (Unité d’enseignement – UE) for the programmes/courses that offer this
Teaching Unit are specified at the end of this sheet.

Main themes Topics

Users and professionals from the health and social sectors initiate or maintain various formal and informal
social relationships among themselves (social support, friendship, exchange, socialization, activity, etc.).
These relationships result from structural and contextual properties (i.e. homophily, reciprocity, transitivity,
etc.). In turn, they determine the emergence of groups and they influence the uneven distribution of
resources within and between groups. Finally, they facilitate the diffusion of norms, behaviours and beliefs
within and between groups.

Social network research has been instrumental in explaining (health) behaviours inequalities, violence and
conflict between and within groups, norms and practice dissemination,  and trajectories (ie continuity of
care in health care network). It may apply to individuals, small groups (such as families or classroom),
organisations (company, hospital, school), or local communities.

Learning outcomes At the end of this learning unit, the student is able to :

1 Understand the essential relational challenges in (medical) sociology

2 Analyze health or social issues using social network research

3 Design and collect social network data

4 Utilize software tools (R) for exploring and analyzing social graphs

5 Engage in discussions on papers related to social network analysis

Evaluation methods Assessment is based on an essay and on weekly assignments. The oral examination is devoted to the
discussing your essay in relation with the course.

Teaching methods 1. Lecture
2. Practice of the software and of data management.
3. Every week, each student briefs the group on his/her  essay.
4. Weekly Assignments

Content Social network research is not a method but a perspective exploring a topic through the relational lens.
SNR addresses four different levels: ego, dyad, group and whole network.

1. Introduction to Medical sociology and the relevance of social network analysis
2. Key concepts in social network analysis : nodes, ties and context.
3. Design of social network analysis and data management
4. Visualization
5. Ego-level: power and social capital
6. Groups, communities and norms
7. Topology and the small world : fragmentation and separation
8. Dyadic contagion and peer-effects.



Université catholique de Louvain - Social network research: health and society - en-cours-2025-wfsp2200

UCLouvain - en-cours-2025-wfsp2200 - page 2/3

Inline resources Moodle
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Other infos The course is restricted to 15 students.

Faculty or entity in charge FSP
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Programmes containing this learning unit (UE)

Program title Acronym Credits Prerequisite Learning outcomes

Master [120] in Sociology SOC2M 5

Master [120] in Public Health ESP2M 5 WFSP2102

https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2025-soc2m.html
https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2025-soc2m-cours_acquis_apprentissages.html
https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2025-esp2m.html
https://uclouvain.be/en-cours-2025-wfsp2102
https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2025-esp2m-cours_acquis_apprentissages.html

