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Learning outcomes

At the end of this learning unit, the student is able to :

The seminar’s aim is to introduce students to the links between economic globalisation and economic
and social rights. Within the framework of the seminar, the students should be able to analytically
establish the links between trade, investment and human rights; to understand the debates relating to
the responsibilities with regard to human rights for the non-governmental actors who shape economic
globalisation (international financial institutions and transnational corporations); and to situate these
debates within the framework of the North-South relationships.

Evaluation methods

Work is evaluated on the basis of (i) the student's methodological rigour; (ii) the originality of the hypotheses
developed; (iii) the attention paid to the aspect of interdisciplinarity. Each one of these criteria carries an
equivalent weight in the assessment.

Teaching methods

The seminar includes collective meetings to introduce the subject matter as well as the individual
monitoring of each student’'s work in accordance with an outline that indicates the deadlines for (i) the
choice of a topic, subject to the lecturer’'s approval, (ii) the preparation of a provisional outline and of a
text delimiting the subject, (iii) the preparation of a specific bibliography and (iv) the completion of the
dissertation.

Content

The interdisciplinary seminar studies the impact of globalisation, on the assumption that it is the increasing
internationalisation of economic activities and the resulting market integration, on economic and social
rights.

Two topics are cross-referenced during this seminar: taken together, these two topics make it possible
to define the points of intersection between globalisation and human rights. The first topic is that of the
impact, on the enjoyment of economic and social rights in particular, of the liberalisation of international
trade and the flow of investments through the global agreements concluded (World Trade Organization),
on aregional multilateral level (free trade zones, regional treaties of economic integration), or on a bilateral
basis (bilateral free trade or investment treaties). The second topic is that of the responsibility of the
multinational firms for the violations of human rights for which they are directly responsible or for which they
are considered as accessories. At the intersecting point of these two questions, two others arise: that of
the responsibility of international financial institutions with regard to human rights, in particular taking into
account the macro-economic policies imposed upon the States by the international financial institutions in
order to encourage the opening of national economies to international competition; and that of competitive
deregulation, i.e. of the temptation for the States, in a highly liberalised global economy, to encourage
the competitiveness of the economic actors operating on their territory through regulatory initiatives, or
through a policy of incentives intended to attract international investors.

How, in this context, should one reflect on the links between economic globalisation thus defined and
the enjoyment of economic and social rights? For their realisation, the economic and social rights rely
on the creation of national strategies, including the choice of indicators and objectives to be achieved
within specific periods of time, as well as mechanisms aimed at guaranteeing the participation of the
populations concerned and the control of the public authorities. But they also suppose the creation of a
favourable international environment, making it possible for the national authorities to respect, protect and
implement economic and social rights on their territory. The question of the obligation of assistance and of
international cooperation consequently warrants that particular attention be paid to it, as does the question
of the obligations of the non-governmental actors, in particular the international financial institutions and
transnational corporations, with regard to economic and social rights.
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Matthias Sant'Ana, "Foreign Direct Investment and Human Development: Two Approaches to Assessing
Impacts on Human Rights", 3(2) Human Rights & International Legal Discourse 229-262 (2009)

M Ssenyonjo 'The Applicability of International Human Rights Law to Non-State Actors: What Relevance to
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9, issue n° 2 (2009), pp. 225-255
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Oregon, 2006
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Routledge, London, 2012

O. De Schutter, ‘Rapport général - La responsabilité des Etats dans le contrdle des sociétés transnationales :
vers une Convention internationale sur la lutte contre les atteintes aux droits de 'homme commises par
les sociétés transnationales’, in La responsabilité des entreprises multinationales en matiere de droits de
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5. Sur les obligations extraterritoriales des Etats

O. De Schutter et al., 'Commentary to the Maastricht Principles on Extraterritorial Obligations of States in
the area of Economic, Social and Cultural Rights', Human Rights Quarterly, vol. 34 (2012), pp. 1084-1171
(86-page legal Commentary)
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Other infos

A website is regularly updated with relevant documents for the preparation of the seminar work: go to

http://lwww.icampus.ucl.ac.be - then to the page dedicated to this seminar (go to "law", then to the course
entitted DRHOSEM).

Faculty or entity in charge

DRTB
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Advanced Master in Human
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