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bgerm1140
2026

English : Linguistics and Practical
Exercises I

5.00 credits 60.0 h + 45.0 h Q1 and Q2

Language : English

Place of the course Bruxelles Saint-Louis

Learning outcomes At the end of this learning unit, the student is able to :
The English linguistics course in year 1 provides a detailed analysis of the key aspects of English grammar.

By the end of the course, the students will be able to master:

• the metalanguage needed to identify and explain the grammatical and linguistic phenomena under study;

• the verb phrase (use of tenses, the passive, reported speech, use of modal verbs, patterns with the
gerund, the infinitive and participles);

• the noun phrase (e.g. ‘countable vs uncountable' nouns, use of determiners and pronouns);

• the adjective phrase and the adverb phrase.

The exercise sessions enable students to reinforce the grammatical areas covered in the course proper.
The exercises aim to help students:

• identify and accurately use the grammatical and syntactic phenomena discussed in the course proper;

• apply the grammatical phenomena to competences proper (speaking & writing skills);

• create a series of podcasts on pre-defined topics to train oral proficiency (continuous assessment);

• write well-structured (cohesion, paragraphs) and accurate formal and informal texts (formal and informal
letters and messages, narrative and descriptive text, opinion pieces, summaries) to tain writing proficiency.

Evaluation methods Written exam in January on the material covered in term 1 and written exam in June on the material
covered in term 2. Both the January and June exams count for 50% of the total score for this course.

Weighting of the course proper and exercise session material: 50% and 50%.

Important notes:

• If the student scores less than 10/20 on the theoretical questions, that score will be assigned as the
final exam grade, even if the student passes the exercise section of the exam. This applies to the
January, June, and September exams. In other words, to pass the English grammar course exam,
students must pass the theoretical section in each session.

• If more than one task included in the continuous assessment is not submitted by the student, the
student will receive a 0 for the exercise section of the exam. Only a medical certificate covering the
entire period the student had to complete the task will be taken into account.

Teaching methods The course proper and exercise sessions both heavily depend on active student participation and
interaction. Students are constantly required to engage in the materials.

The theoretical course will include some teacher-led activities but student-led sessions are prioritized to
increase uptake.

Content In year 1, the course proper zooms in on the following main areas of English grammar:

- Parts-of-speech

- Tense and aspect

- Modal verbs

- The passive

- Subject-verb agreement

- The conditional

- Nouns and pronouns

- Articles and determiners

- Adjectives and adverbs

- Complementation patterns

- Relative clauses

- The subjunctive

The exercise sessions will take place in parallel with the course proper and will concentrate on the same
grammatical points so as to encourage their acquisition. The exercise sessions will include tasks such
as the following:

• practicing the structures and patterns covered in the main course through translation or fill-in exercises.
Some exercises are also designed to enhance the students' use of bilingual and monolingual dictionaries.
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• writing well-structured (cohesion, paragraphs) and accurate formal and informal texts (formal and informal
letters and messages, narrative and descriptive text, opinion pieces, summaries) in line with register
conventions.

• Weekly pedagogical activities to actively practice oral proficiency skills.

This represents the continuous evaluation section of the course.
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Other infos Many materials are posted on Moodle but students are expected to actively take notes.

If the student chooses to use one or more AI tools (or any other online tools), they are required to
systematically indicate all parts where such tools have been used, for example, through the use of
footnotes. The student must specify whether AI was used for information research, text writing, or for
improving or correcting the text. Furthermore, the student must mention which AI was used (ChatGPT,
Bing, Bard, Chatsonic, etc.) and the date of use. These information sources must be systematically cited
in accordance with the bibliographic referencing standards provided by the course instructor. The student
remains responsible for the content of their work, regardless of the sources used.

To ensure that the student’s written work is personal, criteria such as originality, critical thinking, creativity,
and illustration with examples (e.g., from their own experience) will be taken into account. Any behavior
by the student that prevents or attempts to prevent, in whole or in part, a correct assessment of their
knowledge, skills, and/or competencies will be considered an irregularity that could lead to sanctions (0T
= 0 fraud).

Faculty or entity in charge PHLB
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Programmes containing this learning unit (UE)

Program title Acronym Credits Prerequisite Learning outcomes

Bachelor in Philosophy FILB1BA 5

Bachelor in French and

Romance Languages and

Letters

ROMB1BA 5

Bachelor in Modern Languages

and Letters: German, Dutch and

English

GERB1BA 5

Bachelor in Modern Languages

and Literatures : General
ROGB1BA 5

https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2026-filb1ba.html
https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2026-filb1ba-cours_acquis_apprentissages.html
https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2026-romb1ba.html
https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2026-romb1ba-cours_acquis_apprentissages.html
https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2026-gerb1ba.html
https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2026-gerb1ba-cours_acquis_apprentissages.html
https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2026-rogb1ba.html
https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2026-rogb1ba-cours_acquis_apprentissages.html

