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Learning outcomes At the end of this learning unit, the student is able to :

The purpose of the course is the study of methods and techniques of legal research, reading and writing. It
enables the students to familiarise themselves with the fundamental tools (both computer and “paper” tools) of legal
research and to learn how to use the main sources of law which are indispensable prerequisites to the achievement
of any personal work in the field of law.

At the end of the course, the student must implement these research tools and demonstrate his ability to handle
the main sources of law by drafting a synthesis work on a given subject. In concrete terms, to complete the work,
the students must search, find, summarise and present in writing the status of the law in force on the given subject.

This implies mastering the different “means of access” to legislation, doctrine and jurisprudence, the capacity to
effectively use the materials found and then to compare them in order to extract the substance serving as basis
to the writing of a personal and original work.

UCLouvain - en-cours-2026-bhddr1130 - page 1/4



Université catholique de Louvain - Seminar of Legal Methodology - en-cours-2026-bhddr1130

Evaluation methods

Type of Assessment

1. Written Assignment (50%)

Detailed instructions are provided in the syllabus. The assignment must be submitted in printed form and uploaded
to Compilatio. It must also be accompanied by the signed integrity pledge required for the Bachelor of Law program.
Failure to submit this signed document will result in a two-point deduction.

The requirement that the assignment be a genuine piece of work is assessed according to the guidelines outlined
in the syllabus chapter dedicated to the assignment, in accordance with the decision of the Faculty Council.

Late submission penalties are as follows:

* A deduction of 2 points for every 24 hours of delay
« A grade of 0A/20 if the assignment is submitted more than 5 days late

Justifications for absences or failure to submit a genuine assignment within the deadline must be provided to
the teaching assistant and faculty administration no later than the day following the end of the impediment (e.g.,
the day after the last day covered by a medical certificate). Otherwise, the justification is automatically deemed
inadmissible.

2. Oral Exam Covering the Entire Syllabus (50%)

The oral exam takes place in a computer lab. Students will receive two questions to prepare, involving research and
referencing. During the exam, they will answer several short questions related to the prepared topics. In addition,
students will be questioned on the theoretical content of the syllabus. Throughout the oral exam, students may
use their Citation Guide.

Additional Rules

« Students who did not earn credits for the Legal Methodology seminar in the first session must retake the oral
exam in the second session. They must also submit a written assignment unless they received a grade of 10/20
or higher for it in the first session.

« Unjustified absence from more than one small-group session during the academic year results in a final grade
of “0/20 absent” (0A/20) for the June session. However, this does not prevent registration for the September
session.

« Unjustified failure to submit the assignment results in a final grade of 0A/20 for the relevant session.

« Unjustified absence from the June or September exam also results in a final grade of 0A/20 for the course
unit in the relevant session. (Note: Taking the oral exam without having submitted the assignment does not
change the 0A/20 grade. Likewise, not taking the oral exam after submitting the assignment does not change
the 0A/20 grade.)

« If attendance is required for the oral exam, failure to attend results in a grade of 0/20 for the session.

Language of Assessment

French

Teaching methods

1. Lectures
This is an ex cathedra course delivered in person to a large audience.
2. Small-Group Sessions

These consist of four sessions held in the law library and computer lab.

Attendance at small-group sessions is mandatory. Students are expected to be punctual and to bring the required
materials (Appendices, Citation Guide).

3. Office Hours
Optional office hours are available for students to ask questions related to the completion of their assignment.

Note: Students will be expected to work with generative Al tools.

Content

This course consists of two interrelated components designed to form a coherent whole. The teaching team places
strong emphasis on ensuring close coordination between theoretical instruction (lectures) and small-group seminar
sessions.

Lecture-Based Instruction (as outlined in the syllabus)

* Theoretical Foundations: Legislation
 Theoretical Foundations: Legal Doctrine

* Theoretical Foundations: Case Law

» Understanding and Researching Legislation

* Understanding and Researching Legal Doctrine
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* Understanding and Researching Case Law
* Drafting Legal References
» Understanding the Impact of Al on Legal Practice

Small-Group Seminars (as outlined in the syllabus)

* Using Legal Databases: Legislation

* Using Legal Databases: Legal Doctrine
» Using Legal Databases: Case Law

» Navigating the Law Library

« Drafting Legal References

Learning Outcomes

By the end of the course, students are expected to apply the research tools introduced and demonstrate their ability
to work with key legal sources by producing a synthesis paper on an assigned topic.

In other words, students should develop practical “reflexes” (both in the library and at the computer) and a structured
working method that enables them to present their topic clearly and coherently.

Pedagogical Focus

Special attention will be given to legal vocabulary and to the standards of rigor and precision inherent to legal work
—particularly in light of the constant evolution that characterizes the field of law.

Inline resources

All course materials are available on the Moodle platform associated with this course unit. Students are encouraged
to consult it regularly.
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Programmes containing this learning unit (UE)

Program title Acronym Credits Prerequisite Learning outcomes

Bachelor in Law (shift schedule) | DRDB1BA 4
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