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International relations analysis

5.00 credits 30.0 h Q1

Teacher(s) Orsini Amandine ;

Language : French

Place of the course Bruxelles Saint-Louis

Prerequisites The prerequisite(s) for this Teaching Unit (Unité d’enseignement – UE) for the programmes/courses that offer this Teaching Unit
are specified at the end of this sheet.

Learning outcomes At the end of this learning unit, the student is able to :
In line with the framework for the political science programme, general orientation, the teaching unit contributes to
the development and acquisition of the following skills:

I. Acquiring the disciplinary and methodological foundations in the field of political science: fundamental
knowledge of political science, from an epistemological perspective, enabling students to answer key research
questions addressed by the discipline; gradually acquiring an advanced knowledge of political science, particularly
international relations.

III. Training in the scientific approach: understanding and implementing the rules and ethical principles of the
scientific approach in political science. Demonstrating critical thinking and independent judgement. Acquiring the
ability to process data, based on a review of relevant work in the field and using the most appropriate methods
of analysis.

IV. Mastering oral and written communication in French: acquire the ability to follow a course, study it and take the
written exam in French. More specifically, the ability to hold a conversation and communicate on social science
topics and analyses in interactions with the teacher and teaching assistants.

Evaluation methods Type of assessment: continuous participatory and interactive assessment. At the end of the term, a one-day
simulation of an international meeting (e.g. UN General Assembly session) will be organised. Working in pairs,
students will play the role of representatives of a state, an international organisation or a civil society organisation,
and will be required to interact in accordance with the role they play and the interests they defend, while respecting
the formalities of such a meeting. This role-play will be prepared during the semester through the submission of
interim assignments: a description of the role played; a policy paper/position paper; when applicable, a reading
note on an article or chapter of a book and/or a conference report. The submission of this interim work will be
supervised by the teaching assistants for this course.

Language of assessment: French

Assessment criteria: interim work: 50% of marks; end-of-term simulation: 50% of marks. An assessment grid will
be sent to students at the beginning of the term to outline the points to be taken into account in terms of content
and form. More than two unjustified absences, or absence from the end-of-year simulation, will result in referral
to the second session.

Further details: for HD students only, this course includes a pilot assessment method integrated with the English
course: the preparation and presentation in English of the descriptive sheet and position paper required for the
assessment of this course may, among other methods, be used as a means of obtaining bonus points for the
English assessment. Details will be provided by the English teachers.

Teaching methods Lectures in a large room, exclusively in person. Continuous assessment makes attendance essential. More than
two unjustified absences will result in referral to the second session.

As the audience is mixed (daytime and HD), sessions will be recorded for HD students who are absent for
professional reasons.

Additional readings (1 or 2 chapters of a book and/or article) may also be required to illustrate or further explore
one or more points of the subject matter.

Content This teaching unit will present four complementary focuses for analysing international relations

• Theoretical focus: ontology and epistemology; normativity and positivism; the major schools of IR theory:
(neo)realism, (neo)idealism, transnationalism, constructivism, critical approaches.

• Geographical focus: IR actors (states, international organisations, non-state actors); state foreign policy;
geographical entities

• Disciplinary focus: IR and public international law (including the law of armed conflict); IR and geopolitics; IR
and public policy analysis; IR and European studies; IR and peace studies

• Societal focus: IR and climate change; IR and North/South relations; IR and decolonisation

Thematic sessions outside of this course outline may be organised to take advantage of the opportunity created
by the possible presence of guests (visiting researchers or professors, bilateral or multilateral diplomats, etc.) who
may come to present case studies in international relations.
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Inline resources All course materials (PowerPoint slides) are available on Moodle, week by week, as are the articles or chapters
that are required reading.

If additional resources are offered (for illustrative or supplementary purposes), they will also be made available
on Moodle.
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Other infos The use of artificial intelligence is permitted in this course and in the continuous assessment exercise, provided
that each use of AI is indicated as such in the written work submitted, by means of footnotes. Students must keep
an archive (screenshots, logs, etc.) of the dialogue (prompts and responses with dates) with the AI.

Any work that has used AI without mentioning this use will be considered inadmissible on the grounds of plagiarism,
as AI is considered a third party, pursuant to Art. 107 of the RGEE 2025-2026: "For the purposes of this provision,
'plagiarism' means the use, regardless of its extent, where applicable through translation, of the ideas or statements
of a third party, even if paraphrased, as well as the use of graphic representations of a third party, without their
source being explicitly and distinctly mentioned in the work produced by the student."

The course is taught in Q1.

Faculty or entity in

charge

ESPB
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Programmes containing this learning unit (UE)

Program title Acronym Credits Prerequisite Learning outcomes

Bachelor in Information and

Communication
COMB1BA 5 BESPO1162

Bachelor in Information and

Communication (French-

English)

COAB1BA 5 BESPO1165

Bachelor in Information and

Communication (French-Dutch-

English)

COTB1BA 5

Bachelor in Sociology and

Anthropology
SOCB1BA 5 BESPO1162

Bachelor in Sociology and

Anthropology (French-English)
SOAB1BA 5 BESPO1165

Bachelor in Sociology and

Anthropology (French-Dutch-

English)

SOTB1BA 5

Bachelor in Political Sciences SPOB1BA 5 BESPO1162

Bachelor in Political Sciences

(shift schedule)
SPDB1BA 5 BHDPO1110
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