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Historical linguistics of French and
Middle Age Texts I

5.00 credits 45.0 h + 15.0 h Q2

 This learning unit is not open to incoming exchange students!

Teacher(s) Delsaux Olivier ;

Language : French

Place of the course Bruxelles Saint-Louis

Learning outcomes At the end of this learning unit, the student is able to :
At the end of the course students should be able to translate literally the extracts of medieval works studied and to
formulate a more literary translation into correct modern French. They should be able to consult reference works,
to use dictionaries and grammars of early French effectively.

They should have read in translation, if possible juxtaposed, at least all the works from which they have seen an
extract in the ancient text.

They should be able to master phonetic transcription, to apply to Latin etymons the major principles of phonetic
evolution studied, to recognise in ancient forms the stage of evolution in progress and in contemporary French
words the result of these evolutions, to distinguish words resulting from "regular" evolution from words modified
by analogy, created in a learned manner or borrowed from foreign languages, to draw comparisons with the other
Romance language they are learning.

Students should have a different view of their mother tongue, perceive the relative character of linguistic
phenomena, be sensitive to the difference between oral and written, between usage and norm, and reflect on the
way language functions and evolves today.

Bibliography
Une bibliographie détaillée est distribuée et commentée au premier cours.
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Programmes containing this learning unit (UE)

Program title Acronym Credits Prerequisite Learning outcomes

Bachelor in French and

Romance Languages and

Letters

ROMB1BA 5

Bachelor in Modern Languages

and Literatures : General
ROGB1BA 5

https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2026-romb1ba.html
https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2026-romb1ba-cours_acquis_apprentissages.html
https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2026-rogb1ba.html
https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2026-rogb1ba-cours_acquis_apprentissages.html

