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Historical sociology of European
integration

5.00 credits 30.0 h Q2

Teacher(s) Delmotte Florence ;

Language : French

Place of the course Bruxelles Saint-Louis

Prerequisites The prerequisite(s) for this Teaching Unit (Unité d’enseignement – UE) for the programmes/courses that offer this Teaching Unit
are specified at the end of this sheet.

Learning outcomes At the end of this learning unit, the student is able to :
The course aims at giving the students some guidelines about how historical sociology could be applied to
the European integration. A first part is dedicated to the intellectual origins and methodological founding of the
approach. It consists then essentially in the reading of chapters by classical authors or of more recent papers
on different European political and sociological topics. The third and last part is devoted to more specific issues
and debates, such as legitimacy issues, identities and resistances to Europe for instance, or the question of the
comparison, on the long term, with the political development of the USA.

Evaluation methods Oral exam on the lecture and readings; open-ended questions. Student presentations are evaluated to enhance
the final grade, as are attendance and participation in all sessions. In other words, they allow students to earn one
to two additional points on top of their oral exam grade.

Teaching methods Description of the lecture:

Each part of the course is introduced by a lecture. The materials (slideshows) are put online on Moodle. The
content then consists essentially of readings (see below, the indicative bibliography). A portfolio of readings that
are compulsory for all students is made available at the beginning of the course. These readings are presented
and discussed by students. The notes of the presentations are eventually put online.

Description of the activities involved:

These essentially consist of reading, preparation of texts and oral presentation of the texts, week after week,
according to the indications given by the teacher.

Depending on the opportunities, lectures may take place in connection with the course content. External speakers
may also be invited to the course. Their presentations will then form part of the examination material.

Content Sociologically speaking, the history of the European Union began well before the signing of the Treaty of Rome,
and the socio-history of Europe cannot be reduced to the study of its institutions. This reading-based course aims
(1) to familiarize students with the historical sociology of politics and (2) to provide an overview of what the historical
sociology of European integration can offer in terms of a better understanding of the multiple social processes
involved.

Sociology and political science have not always had a good relationship with historical approaches. However, the
state-building processes and the development of supranational forms of political entities are part of very long-
term social processes. Recently, a growing number of researchers from various disciplines have contributed to the
recognition of the relevance of a long-term historical approach, which focuses in particular on the actors involved.
This approach allows for a more detached understanding of issues considered crucial, both theoretically and
politically, for today's Europe: Is Europe legitimate? Is it democratic? Is there such a thing as a European identity?
What about its borders?

Consisting of lectures, readings, and student presentations, the course is structured as follows (content may vary
depending on the choice of texts):

1. “Historical sociology,” a shift in perspective on European integration that revisits the “classics” and takes on
new subjects

2. The genesis of the state in Europe: Charles Tilly and Norbert Elias, the war and the state

3. After the nation state, Europe? Norbert Elias, Jürgen Habermas, and Stefano Bartolini

4. Resistance, borders, legitimacy: distancing and case studies

5. Belonging, emotions, identity: the problem or the solution?

6. (De)civilization and nationalism at the heart of the debate

Inline resources Compulsory readings are posted online at the beginning of the semester. They are supplemented by presentations
(slideshows) as the semester progresses and, where appropriate, by additional readings (depending on current
events and class sessions).
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Other infos Choosing this course implies attending from the beginning and participating actively. Students may suggest reading
a text in English.
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Programmes containing this learning unit (UE)

Program title Acronym Credits Prerequisite Learning outcomes

Bachelor in History HISB1BA 5
BESPO1160 OR

BESPO1161 OR BESPO1162

Bachelor in Information and

Communication
COMB1BA 5 BESPO1160

Bachelor in Information and

Communication (French-

English)

COAB1BA 5 BESPO1160

Bachelor in Information and

Communication (French-Dutch-

English)

COTB1BA 5 BESPO1161

Bachelor in Sociology and

Anthropology
SOCB1BA 5 BESPO1160

Bachelor in Sociology and

Anthropology (French-English)
SOAB1BA 5 BESPO1160

Bachelor in Sociology and

Anthropology (French-Dutch-

English)

SOTB1BA 5 BESPO1161

Bachelor in Political Sciences SPOB1BA 5 BESPO1160

Bachelor in Political Sciences

(French-English)
SPAB1BA 5 BESPO1160

Bachelor in Political Sciences

(French-Dutch-English)
SPTB1BA 5

https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2026-hisb1ba.html
https://uclouvain.be/en-cours-2026-bespo1160
https://uclouvain.be/en-cours-2026-bespo1161
https://uclouvain.be/en-cours-2026-bespo1162
https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2026-hisb1ba-cours_acquis_apprentissages.html
https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2026-comb1ba.html
https://uclouvain.be/en-cours-2026-bespo1160
https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2026-comb1ba-cours_acquis_apprentissages.html
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https://uclouvain.be/en-cours-2026-bespo1160
https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2026-coab1ba-cours_acquis_apprentissages.html
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https://uclouvain.be/en-cours-2026-bespo1160
https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2026-socb1ba-cours_acquis_apprentissages.html
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https://uclouvain.be/en-cours-2026-bespo1160
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https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2026-sptb1ba.html
https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2026-sptb1ba-cours_acquis_apprentissages.html

