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Arts and civilisations: Ancient Egypt
and the Ancient Near East

5.00 credits 45.0 h Q1 and Q2

 This biannual learning unit is not being organized in 2026-2027 !

Teacher(s) Chantrain Gaelle ;Tavernier Jan ;

Language : French

Place of the course Louvain-la-Neuve

Main themes Alternating with LGLOR1514, this course deals with the following themes#:

• Chronological approach to the material cultures of Egypt and the Ancient Near East (archaeology, art history,
architecture)

• Presentation of the major artistic and architectural movements in direct relation to their geographical, socio-
political and historical context within the development of the civilisations to which they belong

• Analysis of artefacts and works of art from different perspectives (stylistic, image interpretation, socio-cultural,
political)

Learning outcomes At the end of this learning unit, the student is able to :

1

To master a fundamental knowledge base based on a chronology common to the various disciplines
taught (archaeology, history, art history), with the aim to reinforce the general culture needed to follow the
specialised courses offered by the Faculty

2
Master a basic knowledge of the major historical periods of the civilisations of Ancient Egypt and the
Ancient Near East, as well as their artistic and stylistic trends

3
Understand and apply the concepts, methods and analytical practices specific to the study of art history
and archaeology

4
Understand the specific features and possible difficulties specific to the archaeology of Ancient Egypt and
the Ancient Near East (climate, conservation conditions, political climate)

5
Identify and analyse a selection of artefacts and artistic and architectural works that are significant of the
civilisations covered

6
Know how to situate them within stylistic trends and historical periods in order to obtain a chronological
framework covering the history of forms and themes

7 Situate the work/artifact in its spatial and geographical context

8
Develop a critical approach to the function, presentation, conservation (in a museum context) and reception
of works and artefacts from the regions concerned

9 Develop a critical reflection on the history of the discipline and its current issues

Evaluation methods Written exam

Teaching methods • The course is given ex cathedra with a visual Powerpoint support.
• WooClap (formative continuous evaluation)

Content This course is divided into two parts, one devoted to the Ancient Near East and the other to Ancient Egypt.

After a general introduction to archaeological excavation, survey and dating techniques, the course gives a brief
overview of the history of the discipline. The specific features and possible difficulties of archaeological practice in
Egypt and the Ancient Near East are then discussed. The remainder of the course is devoted to a diachronic study
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of the material culture of Ancient Egypt and the Ancient Near East, and of the major stylistic trends visible in royal
and private art (painting, relief, statuary) and architecture, viewed in their historical and political context.

For the Egypt section, particular emphasis is placed on#:

• The principles of reading Egyptian images
• The link between political context and stylistic development
• The status of the artist/craftsman
• The mutual influences between Egypt and the Ancient Near East
• The reception of Egyptian art
• Current issues and prospects for the discipline
• Specific features of archaeological practice in Egypt

For the Ancient Near East section, particular emphasis is placed on#:

• The importance of prehistory in the formation of the material culture of the Ancient Near East
• Certain major sites in the Ancient Near East (e.g. Göbekli Tepe, Uruk, etc.)
• Diachronic developments in the art of the Ancient Near East
• Specific features of archaeological practice in the Near East
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Other infos Use of IA: Generative artificial intelligence (AI) must be used responsibly and in accordance with the practices of
academic and scientific integrity. Since scientific integrity requires to cite sources, the use of AI must always be
reported. The use of artificial intelligences for tasks where they are explicitly forbidden will be considered a case
of irregularity and/or plagiarism.

Faculty or entity in

charge

EHAC
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Programmes containing this learning unit (UE)

Program title Acronym Credits Prerequisite Learning outcomes

Bachelor in History of Art and

Archaeology : General
ARKE1BA 5

Minor in History of Art and

Archeology
MINARKE 5

Bachelor in Ancient and Modern

Languages and Literatures
LAFR1BA 5

Bachelor in Ancient Languages

and Literatures: Oriental Studies
HORI1BA 5

Bachelor in History of Art and

Archaeology : Musicology
MUSI1BA 5

Minor in Antiquity: Egypt,

Eastern World, Greece, Rome
MINANTI 5

Minor "Decentering History:

Subalternities and postcolonial

Studies"

MINDHIS 5

Bachelor in Biology,

Anthropology and Archaeology
BABA1BA 5
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