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Scientific and professional
communication in English

3.00 credits 15.0 h Q2

Teacher(s) Meirlaen Sandrine ;Page Melissa ;

Language : French

Place of the course Louvain-la-Neuve

Main themes Training in scientific presentation skills, focusing on biology issues (taught by an English language teacher of the
Institut des Langues Vivantes, UCL) and a public presentation in English of the state of progress of the student's
master thesis.

Learning outcomes At the end of this learning unit, the student is able to :

1
After this module students should feel fairly confident when giving a scientific presentation in English,
focusing mainly on the academic field of biology.

Evaluation methods The assessment takes place in June and focuses on the quality of the talk and the ability to answer specific
questions (in English).

As to the English language command, assessment will focus on the student's progress throughout the language
sessions, with specific attention to the pronunciation of recurrent terms, overall fluency and the way the student
applies the presentation techniques developed in class.

The evaluation of the final presentation includes notes from the supervisors and the teachers (co-titulaires).

Teaching methods Students attend group sessions with the language teacher to learn the overall basics of scientific presentations.
The students also have the ability to rehearse their presentation individually with the help of the language teacher.

Content The course consists of three parts:

1. Group sessions on effective oral presentation techniques in science: specific parts of a scientific presentation in
English , facts and figures (graphs, comparisons, likelihood etc.), visual aids, systematic pronunciation of recurring
terms in science and biology.

2. Individual coaching sessions are available to students who wish to receive individual guidance in preparation
for the final presentation.

3. A final presentation in English at the end of the second term, in which the student presents the progress of their
master thesis and answers questions (in English) from their supervisor and/or mentor.

Inline resources https://moodle.uclouvain.be/course/view.php?id=3651
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Programmes containing this learning unit (UE)

Program title Acronym Credits Prerequisite Learning outcomes

Master [120] in Biology of

Organisms and Ecology
BOE2M 3

https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2026-boe2m.html
https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2026-boe2m-cours_acquis_apprentissages.html

