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What can literature do? Introduction
to reading and interpreting literary

texts

The version you’re consulting is not final. This course description may change. The final version will be published on 1st June.

5.00 credits 22.5 h + 10.0 h Q2

Teacher(s) Büssgen Antje ;

Language : Deutsch

Place of the course Louvain-la-Neuve

Learning outcomes

Evaluation methods Continuous assessment of course work (compulsory readings from week to week, participation in discussions,
regular learning of thematic vocabulary; written practical exercises: 30%). Final assessment in the form of an on-
site written examination (Klausur).

Assessment and access to the final examination are conditional upon regular and active attendance at the course
and the work produced.

Teaching methods Introduction by the teacher, discussion of the readings and group close reading during the course. Compulsory
readings prepared individually by the student at home.

Language of instruction : German.

Content The lecture offers an approach to the question of what characterises literary texts and how to read them. What is
literature allowed to do that other types of texts are not? What distinguishes literature from all other types of text,
how do we describe its specific features, its own style, its rules? Why is literature indispensable in social discourse,
why does it expand and change perspectives? The introduction to the definition and description of literary texts
offers a basic set of analytical tools for making academic statements about literary texts and recognising their
particular style.

Inline resources Online scripts and literary texts.
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Programmes containing this learning unit (UE)

Program title Acronym Credits Prerequisite Learning outcomes

Bachelor in Modern Languages

and Literatures: German, Dutch

and English

GERM1BA 5

Bachelor in Ancient and Modern

Languages and Literatures
LAFR1BA 5

Minor in German language

and culture (only available for

reenrolment)

MINALLE 5

Bachelor in French and

Romance Languages and

Literatures : General

ROM1BA 5

Bachelor in Modern Languages

and Literatures : General
ROGE1BA 5

Minor in German language and

culture
MINALLEM 5

Minor in Literary Studies MINLITTER 5
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