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Geopolitics of natural ressources

5.00 credits 30.0 h Q1

Teacher(s) Legrand Vincent ;

Language : French

Place of the course Louvain-la-Neuve

Main themes This part of the course aims to examine the role that social, economic, political and cultural factors play in the
geopolitics of natural resources and development and is organized in two sections. Drawing on concepts from
Political Ecology, Ecological Economics and Development Studies, the first section provides the foundations to
understand the main topics that explain the geopolitics of natural resources and its implications for sustainable
development. The interplay of these topics is illustrated by a review of socio-environmental conflicts observed
in and development strategies pursued by low and medium-income countries. The second section analyses the
developmental possibilities, risks and threats arising out of the current distribution and management of natural
resources, notably land and water, in relation to food security and sustainable agriculture. This section discusses
the policy and institutional options that countries from the Global South can pursue in order to influence the global
governance of natural resources.

Learning outcomes At the end of this learning unit, the student is able to :

1

After completing this part of the course students will:

• Be knowledgeable of the main concepts of Political Ecology, Ecological Economics and Development
Studies that underpin the geopolitics of natural resources.

• Be able to critically discuss the relationship between the access, distribution and control of natural
resources and development outcomes from an inter-disciplinary perspective.

• Be able to analyse natural resources policy with focus on land and water.

In addition to developing analytical skills, students are expected to strengthen their capacity for team work,
essay-writing and oral presentation by integrating knowledge from multiple disciplines and approaches to
development.
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Programmes containing this learning unit (UE)

Program title Acronym Credits Prerequisite Learning outcomes

Master [120] in Anthropology ANTR2M 5

Master [120] in Political

Sciences: International

Relations

SPRI2M 5

Minor in Development and

Environment
MINDENV 5

Master [120] in Sociology SOC2M 5

Master [120] in Population and

Development Studies
SPED2M 5

Master [120] in Public

Administration
ADPU2M 5

Master [120] in Geography :

General
GEOG2M 5

Master [120] of Education,

Section 4 : Geography
GEOG2M4 5
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