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lglor2743
2026

Chair Ryckmans: History and Culture
of Ancient Arabia

5.00 credits 22.5 h Q1

 This biannual learning unit is not being organized in 2026-2027 !

Teacher(s) Tavernier Jan ;

Language : French

Place of the course Louvain-la-Neuve

Prerequisites None, but knowledge of either the basics of Near Eastern archaeology or one or more Semitic languages will be
helpful.

Main themes An introduction to the history and culture of the Arabian Peninsula in the pre-Islamic period (roughly, from the 3rd
millennium BCE to the 7th century CE), with a focus on the extant archaeological and textual sources.

The conceptual framework consists of the chronology, the religious practices, the historical geography and the
main archaeological site of the Peninsula.

The attested writing systems and languages will also be discussed. If time permits it, one or more inscriptions in
one of the Ancient North Arabian and/or Ancient South Arabian languages will be analysed and translated.

The themes will be determined more precisely in accordance with the availability of guest lecturers, and, when
possible, with the interests and specialisations of the students.

Learning outcomes At the end of this learning unit, the student is able to :

1
will have acquired a profound understanding of the historical, religious and archaeological developments
of the region, including the main research in research on Ancient Arabia.

will also have acquired a basic knowledge of the main characteristics of one or more languages of North and/or
South Arabia (Lihyanite, Safaitic, Thamudic; Sabaean, Minaeic, Qatabanic, Hadramitic).

Evaluation methods Each student will create a poster on an aspect of the history or archaeology of the Arabian Peninsula and present it
at the meeting of the FNRS contact group ‘Histoire, civilisations et archéologie du Proche et Moyen-Orient anciens’
in mid-November (40% of credits).

The other 60% of the credits can be validated by passing an examination consisting of:

1) A question on an aspect of the history or archaeology of the Arabian Peninsula

2) A short text in an Ancient South Arabian language to transliterate, analyse and translate

Both parts (poster and examination) must be passed in order to validate the course.

Teaching methods This course comes in the format of occasional sessions sustained by the Moodle virtual teaching environment, and
the own input of the students. Students are required to prepare an intervention based on the knowledge obtained
in the introduction as well as on their own reading of published sources and studies.

Content An introduction to the history and culture of the Arabian Peninsula in the pre-Islamic period (roughly, from the
3rd millennium BCE to the 7th century CE), with a focus on the extant archaeological and textual sources. The
conceptual framework consists of the chronology, the religious practices, the historical geography and the main
archaeological site of the Peninsula.

The attested writing systems and languages will also be discussed. If time permits it, one or more inscriptions in
one of the Ancient North Arabian and/or Ancient South Arabian languages will be analysed and translated.

Inline resources http://dasi.cnr.it/ (Digital Archive for the Study of pre-Islamic Arabian Inscriptions).

https://ociana.osu.edu/ (Online Corpus of the Inscriptions of Ancient North Arabia).

http://dasi.cnr.it/
https://ociana.osu.edu/
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Other infos English-friendly course: course taught in French but offering facilities in English.

Use of IA: Generative artificial intelligence (AI) must be used responsibly and in accordance with the practices of
academic and scientific integrity. Since scientific integrity requires to cite sources, the use of AI must always be
reported. The use of artificial intelligences for tasks where they are explicitly forbidden will be considered a case
of irregularity and/or plagiarism.

Faculty or entity in

charge

EHAC

https://uclouvain.be/en/faculties/fial/learning-agreement-comment-choisir-ses-cours.html#English-friendly-courses/
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Programmes containing this learning unit (UE)

Program title Acronym Credits Prerequisite Learning outcomes

Master [120] in Ancient

Languages and Literatures:

Oriental Studies

HORI2M 5

Master [60] in Ancient

Languages and Literatures :

Oriental Studies

HORI2M1 5

https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2026-hori2m.html
https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2026-hori2m-cours_acquis_apprentissages.html
https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2026-hori2m1.html
https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2026-hori2m1-cours_acquis_apprentissages.html

