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In-depth questions on ancient
economic history

5.00 credits 22.5 h Q2

 This biannual learning unit is not being organized in 2026-2027 !

Teacher(s) Balzat Jean-Sébastien ;

Language : French
> English-friendly

Place of the course Louvain-la-Neuve

Learning outcomes

Evaluation methods Oral exam

Teaching methods Lecture with readings and analysis of ancient documents (in translation)

Content The finances of the Greek cities under the Roman Empire: Hellenistic practices and Roman interference

This course examines the public finances of the Greek cities under the Roman Empire. The first part presents the
"classical" functioning of the public economy, well known thanks to the works of Léopold Migeotte. After reviewing
modern theories on the ancient economy (particularly the opposition between "primitivists" and "modernists") and
the division between private, public and sacred, this first part examines the methods of financing (booty, taxation,
credit, loans, euergetism, etc.) and major expenditures (religion, construction, war, supplies, etc.) of the Greek city-
states in the Classical and Hellenistic periods. The second part investigates the economic impact of the Roman
conquest and provincialisation on the financial organisation of the Greek cities. Literary sources (Cicero and Pliny
the Younger) as well as epigraphic sources suggest that the Romans had a negative view of the Greeks' financial
management. After analysing how Greek cities reacted to the crisis caused by the Roman military conquest, we
will investigate whether the first two centuries of our era saw the Romans putting the finances of the Greek cities
in order, or whether it was the Greek cities that converted to new modes of functioning under the Empire. Based
on an analysis of literary and epigraphic sources and taking into account some major archaeological contributions,
this investigation will seek to take stock of the legacy of Hellenistic practices and Roman interference in the public
economy of the Greek cities.
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Programmes containing this learning unit (UE)

Program title Acronym Credits Prerequisite Learning outcomes

Master [120] in Ancient

Languages and Literatures:

Oriental Studies

HORI2M 5

Master [120] in History HIST2M 5

Master [60] in Ancient

Languages and Literatures :

Oriental Studies

HORI2M1 5

Master [120] in Ancient

Languages and Literatures:

Classics

CLAS2M 5
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