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Ecclesiology : Introduction

The version you’re consulting is not final. This course description may change. The final version will be published on 1st June.

5.00 credits 30.0 h Q1

 This biannual learning unit is not being organized in 2026-2027 !

Language : French

Place of the course Louvain-la-Neuve

Learning outcomes

Evaluation methods There will be a continuous assessment of a short essay and group presentations. There will also be oral
exam at the end of the course, part of which will depend on the short essay.

Attendance of the course is considered part of the evaluation.

Students are prohibited from using generative artificial intelligence in an irresponsible manner. In cases
where IA is used in paraphrasing authors, it is expected that the student indicates this in the footnote.

Content The introductory course in ecclesiology offers tools for understanding the functioning and
organization of the Church today. The official documents that provide a better understanding of
current issues in ecclesiology since the Second Vatican Council are: the Dogmatic Constitution
Lumen Gentium and the Decree Unitatis Redintegratio.

From these conciliar texts, we will approach in this course the great themes of ecclesiology: the
definition of the Church, the link between the common priesthood and ordained ministries, the
place of the laity, the state of the dialogue between the Churches since the Second Vatican Council,
the fundamental mission of the Church which is defined starting from its relationship with the world
and its openness with non-Christian religions. Our study will be open and will even lead to the
practical axis with a questioning on the pastoral scope or the pastoral anchoring of our reflections
in our current society. Here, it is the highlighting of the articulation between ecclesiology and
pastoral theology. Faced with the mutations of our secularized world, in a world that is moving,
how can we understand the great ecclesiological reflections of the Second Vatican Council? In
other words, does the ecclesiology of Vatican II make sense today?

These questions will allow students to have a critical look at the great debates about the evolution
of the Church, but especially on its way of being in our so-called secularized society.
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Programmes containing this learning unit (UE)

Program title Acronym Credits Prerequisite Learning outcomes

Certificat universitaire en

théologie (fondements)
TECA9CE 3

Minor in Christian Theology MINTHEO 5

Bachelor in religious studies RELI1BA 5

Additionnal module in Religious

Studies
APPTHEO 5
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