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Introduction to Practical Theology

5.00 credits 30.0 h Q2

This biannual learning is being organized in 2026-2027

Teacher(s) Join-Lambert Arnaud ;

Language : French

Place of the course Louvain-la-Neuve

Learning outcomes

Evaluation methods The goal is to demonstrate the ability to carry out research on a practice related to the Christian faith. In other
words, the aim is to “get out of the classroom” and carry out empirical research, according to the methods specified
in class. The important thing is to carry out the research, not the content as such, within the reduced framework
of this exam.

Students will be assessed on the basis of three exercises:

- a faith testimony analysis exercise, during the course, graded 1/20

- a field observation, with report and analysis, graded 11/20

- an oral presentation of this study, highlighting the knowledge acquired in the course, integrating the study of
normative dimensions (resources drawn from Part B of the course: Introduction to Canon Law), marked 8/20

Teaching methods  Teaching will take the form of lectures presented with the aid of projections and written materials distributed in
class, and available on moodle. All documentation and sources are available on moodle.

One part of the course will be a group work on the development of a theological typology based on empirical data.

Content The introduction to practical theology is divided into four parts. It begins with a questioning of the status of faith
experience (1). The first part will explore the challenges of pastoral/practical theology today and its method (2), as
well as its history (3) and reference texts (4). We will then study the current situation to better understand how to
proclaim the Gospel today: Church and society, “liquid modernity”, post-Christianity, culture and faith, pluralism,
individualism, crisis of transmission' (5).

Inline resources see the moodle website of the course

Bibliography
disponible sur moodle

Other infos Students who are required to take this course by e-learning (authorization required from your program
coordinator) must purchase the textbook Entering Practical Theology (2019). Specific instructions will be given
at the beginning of the term.

Faculty or entity in

charge

TEBI
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Programmes containing this learning unit (UE)

Program title Acronym Credits Prerequisite Learning outcomes

Certificat universitaire en

théologie (fondements)
TECA9CE 3

Minor in Christian Theology MINTHEO 5

Bachelor in religious studies RELI1BA 5

Additionnal module in Religious

Studies
APPTHEO 5

https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2026-teca9ce.html
https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2026-teca9ce-cours_acquis_apprentissages.html
https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2026-mintheo.html
https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2026-mintheo-cours_acquis_apprentissages.html
https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2026-reli1ba.html
https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2026-reli1ba-cours_acquis_apprentissages.html
https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2026-apptheo.html
https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2026-apptheo-cours_acquis_apprentissages.html

