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Political Representation, Political
Parties and Voters

5.00 credits 15.0 h Q1

Teacher(s) Baudewyns Pierre ;

Language : English
> French-friendly

Place of the course Louvain-la-Neuve

Learning outcomes

Evaluation methods Students submit a final paper at the end of the course. The paper applies the theoretical concepts of political
representation to a concrete case of the student’s choice (e.g. an electoral campaign, a party manifesto, a
parliamentary debate, or a social movement claim). Depending on class size, the work may be completed
individually or in small groups.

Teaching methods The course is based on mandatory readings prepared in advance and discussed collectively. Each session
combines a theoretical introduction by the instructor, a presentation by students applying the concepts to a specific
case, and a guided discussion. This format aims to develop conceptual mastery, empirical analysis, and critical
reasoning skills.

Content The course covers the main concepts and theoretical debates surrounding political representation, as well as an
empirical study of the actors and mechanisms that perform the function of representation (elections, parties, voters,
candidates, leaders).

Inline resources All the reseources are provided on the Moodle website of the course.

Bibliography
Un portefeuille de lectures sera communiqué tout au long du cours.

Other infos The use of artificial intelligence during the assessment tests for this course is governed by the rules set out in the
faculty memo on this subject, which is available on the faculty intranet site in the information section for students.
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Programmes containing this learning unit (UE)

Program title Acronym Credits Prerequisite Learning outcomes

Master [60] in Political Sciences:

General
SPOL2M1 5

Master [120] in Political

Sciences: General
SPOL2M 5

https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2026-spol2m1.html
https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2026-spol2m1-cours_acquis_apprentissages.html
https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2026-spol2m.html
https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2026-spol2m-cours_acquis_apprentissages.html

