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ltheo2850
2026

Present Questions in Practical
Theology

4.00 credits 30.0 h Q2

Language : French

Place of the course Louvain-la-Neuve

Learning outcomes

Evaluation methods Students will be assessed on the basis of the following exercises:

- Before each session, students may have to read an article or one of the other texts; after each of the eight
sessions, students must submit a personal summary of the session on Moodle (based on a suggested
outline) (40%) ;

The following article should be read for the first session: Odinet, F. (2025). Le synode « pour une Église
synodale » : relecture d’un apprentissage. Nouvelle revue théologique, Tome 147(3), 386-400. https://
doi.org/10.3917/nrt.473.0386.

- Oral presentation of a question of your choice related to the course theme (60%).

Teaching methods The course is only available in face-to-face mode. It will include lectures, work on old and current
theological texts and discussions. Students will also be asked to prepare a short talk on a question of their
choice related to the course theme, which they will be asked to present at the final session of the course

Content ‘Participation in councils, cooperation and ministries: men and women in the synodal Church.’

The recent synod on synodality reaffirmed the necessary participation of the baptised in the life and mission
of the Church, and in particular of women, inviting the implementation of everything permitted by canon law.
In parishes, dioceses, and even the Roman Curia, men and women, clerics, laypeople, and religious are
called to cooperate in the one mission of Christ, each according to the diversity of their state of life, but also
according to their own skills and charisms. So how can men and women, clerics, lay people and religious
cooperate together in the unique mission of Christ, each according to the diversity of their state of life, but
also according to their own skills and charisms? We will study the synodal participation of all the baptised
in councils and places of participation, but also the way in which the laity cooperate in the exercise of
ministerial responsibility. We will construct a practical ecclesiology based on these experiences, informed
by canon law and anthropology.

The following topics will be addressed during the sessions:

- Synodality, a cultural shift and learning process in the context of the reception of Vatican II; towards new
positions and attitudes in the Church

- Synodality in the local Church, a balance of councils and ministries

- Women and men in the post-conciliar Church: collaboration and practical realities – current situation and
possibilities

- Baptism and participation in the tria munera: why is there resistance on the part of those in power?

- What cooperation between the baptised and ordained ministers?

- Episcopal delegates, general delegates: new responsibilities

- Council, discernment and decision-making: what participation of the people of God in a synodal Church?

- Exercising the apostolic ministry with the baptised: the challenge of the bishop's councils

Inline resources On Moodle
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Programmes containing this learning unit (UE)

Program title Acronym Credits Prerequisite Learning outcomes

Certificat universitaire en

théologie (approfondissement)
TECB9CE 4

Master [120] in Theology THEO2M 4

https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2026-tecb9ce.html
https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2026-tecb9ce-cours_acquis_apprentissages.html
https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2026-theo2m.html
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