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Sociology of work

5.00 credits 30.0 h Q1

Teacher(s) de Nanteuil Matthieu ;Ferreras Isabelle ;

Language : French

Place of the course Louvain-la-Neuve

Main themes - The genesis and pathway of the sociology of work (abandonment of the de-terminist paradigm, development
of the subject-based matrix, and slippage from an issue centred on work situation to one of employment). -
Transformations of the organisation of production (the division of labour at the heart of the socio-technical approach,
the crisis of Taylorism, and new forms of work organisation). - The enterprise and its logics of action. - A societal
analysis of kinds of employment and of skill; the sociology of unemployment. - Identities in the workplace, and
forms of insertion. - Departures from industrial society.

Learning outcomes At the end of this learning unit, the student is able to :

1

- To focus on the analytical programmes and proposals that make up the cor-pus of the sociology of work
and employment. - To make a methodological comparison between the various (monographic, sectoral,
typological and societal) approaches to empirical research that constitute this corpus. - To acquire a
heuristic understanding of forms of employment at the level of Belgian society.

Bibliography
Documents de travail  – Les supports des cours magistraux sont disponibles sur Moodle.

Pour entrer pleinement dans le cours et mener l’enquête de terrain, il est fortement recommandé de se procurer, par
groupe, un exemplaire de chacun des deux ouvrages suivants :

• Ferreras, Isabelle, Battilana, Julie, Méda, Dominique (eds) (2020) Le Manifeste Travail, Démocratiser,
démarchandiser, dépolluer. Paris : Le Seuil.

• De Nanteuil, Mathieu (2016). Rendre justice au travail. Ethique et politique dans les organisations, Paris : PUF. 

Pour leur culture générale, les étudiant.es sont également incités à lire : Fjeld, Anders et de Nanteuil, Matthieu. Le
monde selon Adam Smith. Essai sur l’imaginaire en économie, Paris, PUF, 2022.

Les étudiants sont également invités à enrichir leur réflexion en lisant attentivement les textes scientifiques également
disponibles sur Moodle.
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Programmes containing this learning unit (UE)

Program title Acronym Credits Prerequisite Learning outcomes

Master [120] in Labour sciences

(shift schedule)
TRAV2M 5

Master [120] in Multilingual

Communication
MULT2M 5

Master [60] in Labour Sciences

(shift schedule)
TRAV2M1 5

Master [120] in Sociology SOC2M 5

Minor in Sociology and

Anthropology
MINSOCA 5

Master [60] in Sociology and

Anthropology
SOCA2M1 5
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