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mmthd2103
2026

Méthodes de recherche en sciences
sociales

10.00 credits 30.0 h Q1

Teacher(s) Dieudonné Jérémy ;

Language : French

Place of the course Mons

Learning outcomes

Evaluation methods Evaluation Type grade

1st session Completion and submission of a
group assignment (with attention
given to the individual contribution of
each group member)

/ 20

2nd session Completion and submission of a
group assignment (with attention
given to the individual contribution of
each group member)

/ 20

The use of generative AI is permitted insofar as it serves to assist students in their work; however, it must in no way
replace their own critical thinking, which is essential for carrying out the various stages of the research process.
In line with this principle, any work submitted as part of this course must clearly indicate to what extent and how
AI tools were used in its development.

• Permitted: Assistance with writing (rephrasing, spelling correction, translation, formatting)
• Permitted: As a source of inspiration or to explore potential research avenues
• Not permitted: Generation of content for the literature review, construction of the theoretical framework,
development of hypotheses, etc.

• Not permitted: Automation of tasks such as data collection, transcription, or analysis

Any use of AI that is not explicitly acknowledged by students and/or does not comply with the above guidelines
will be penalized in the final assignment (resulting in a fail).

Teaching methods Weekly course (Saturday morning) and taught in person at the Mons campus.

The teaching approach relies on a group work dynamic. It alternates between:

• Theoretical sessions covering the essential stages of research (as mentioned above).
• Small group tutoring sessions, guiding the application of various research stages.

A series of practical exercises will help reinforce the acquisition of skills and prepare for the completion of a research
report (group project).

Content This methodology course aims to introduce the main stages of the research process in social sciences. It will
particularly emphasize the initial stages of research: the formulation of an initial question, the exploration (literature
review and conducting exploratory interviews), the definition of a theoretical framework, as well as the formulation
of research hypotheses. In doing so, the course will introduce a series of skills and methodological tools useful for
implementing these research steps (e.g., literature review, creating an interview guide, etc.).

The course will also present a range of methodological options (both classical and innovative) useful for collecting
and analyzing empirical data within the context of social science research. It will illustrate these different methods
of data collection and analysis, while also outlining their advantages and disadvantages.

Encouraging the development of a critical self-analysis approach by students, the course will pay attention to
epistemological and ethical questions that arise when conducting empirical research in familiar environments.

The course will combine theory and practice to support the development of an exploratory research report that
lays the groundwork for more advanced research. This research report will be done in groups by students and
evaluated by the teacher at the end of the semester. Throughout the semester, a series of group exercises will
help students progress in completing this final report.
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Programmes containing this learning unit (UE)

Program title Acronym Credits Prerequisite Learning outcomes

Master [120] in Political

Sciences: General (shift

schedule)

SPHM2M 10

Master [120] in Public

Administration (shift schedule)
APHM2M 10

Master [120] in Communication

(shift schedule)
COHM2M 10

Master [60] in Political

Sciences : General (shift

schedule)

SPHM2M1 10

Master [120] of strategic

communication (shift schedule -

with work-linked-training)

COAM2M 10
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