
DAVID DE LA CROIX

• https://perso.uclouvain.be/david.delacroix/index.html

• Main interest: Human capital, long-run (>100 years) growth, economic history

• Working now on universities and academies over 1000-1800CE:  

https://perso.uclouvain.be/david.delacroix/uthc.html

• Other competences: Demographic economics, focus on fertility, childlessness



SOME PRINCIPLES FOR THE THESIS

• Start from a research question, think about what you are going to do to answer it 

(which data, data treatment, theoretical model or not, calibration, estimation…) 

Once this is clear, we can go on.

• The aim of the memoire (thesis) is to learn to do things. For example, collect 

data, put them in a database, analyze them with method A or B.

• July/August only for polishing, finishing extensions, not for starting the thesis



PROPOSED TOPICS: BIRTH-ORDER 
EFFECT ON PERFORMANCE

• Literature: Later-born children, on average, score a bit lower on standardized tests, 

are slightly less likely to complete high school/college, and rack up fewer years of 

education. Magnitudes are modest

First-borns often earn more in adulthood; the gap is typically small but consistently 

non-zero.

• Mechanisms? Resource dilution, Parental investment patterns

• => analyze the question using my data on brothers in pre-modern academia. 

Measuring performance with their publications.



UNIVERSITY RANKINGS

• Rankings of universities today : UCLouvain shows a negative trend over time, while 

KULeuven is maintaining its position.

• Why? (look at how rankings are constructed, compare budgets of the two 

universities, …)



THE FELLOWS OF THE NATIONAL FUND 
FOR SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH 1945-

• Since WWII, the National Fund for Scientific Research (FNRS) funds 

“chercheurs qualifiés” (research fellows),  who are paid to do research. 

• We have the names of all the chercheurs qualifiés.

• => analyze this population: field composition, age, gender, and productivity, 

using output in libraries today.

• This memoire can produce a descriptive analysis which can be part of the 

celebration of the centenary of the FNRS (short deadline)
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