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Plan of the Session
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Typical Thesis Structure
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Practical Considerations


https://cdn.uclouvain.be/groups/cms-editors-esl/documents-types/Thesis_Vademecum_UK_final_24.pdf
https://cdn.uclouvain.be/groups/cms-editors-esl/documents-types/Thesis_Vademecum_UK_final_24.pdf
https://cdn.uclouvain.be/groups/cms-editors-esl/documents-types/Thesis_Vademecum_UK_final_24.pdf
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How to start (1)

Thesis Forum
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Thesis Forum 2025-2026
The Thesis Forum is taking place ON-LINE
MAYSTADT Jean-Francois Thesis Academic info session (How to write a Master Thesis) 03-11-25 12:00 https:/fteams.microsoft.com//meetup-join/19%3ameeting N2ZM50TImNDItMTk0YS00MD
JOHNEN Johannes Behavioral Economics, Industrial organization 03-11-25 13:00 | https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting NjdiYWU3N2MtNzI3MSO0Mm
VANDENBERGHE Vincent Labor economics, social policies and evaluation 03-11-25 13:20 | https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting YWNiNjNIZDAtMzZIZCO0MzVjL
DE LA CROIX David Macroeconomics; Growth theory; human capital and demography 03-11-25 13:40| https://teams.microsoft.com//meetup-join/19%3ameeting ZWUSNmJhYTOtZmY1Ny00YT,
Name Research Field / Link to Google Scholar Date Time Please connectto Teams UNAMUR
TOULEMONDE Eric Industrial organization 04-11-25 13:00 | htips://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting YZESMmYANGYtM2Y2YiOONzVj
TRIMARCHI Lorenzo International Trade; Political Economy; Banking and Corporate Finance 04-11-25 13:20 | https://teams.microsoft.com/Umeetup-join/19%3ameeting YINkMTNmMNzctNWYxMCO0Mz
VANMOORENBERGHE Gonzague International economics 05-11-25 13:00| https://teams.microsoft.com//meetup-join/19%3ameeting NTdIMGExZTktZWIjOS00Y:
Name Research Field / Link to Google Scholar Date Time Please connectto Teams UNAMUR
HUNGERBUHLER Mathias Labour Economics; Public Economics 05-11-25 13:20 | https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting ZWMOZDA1ZjgtYmUzOCOOYTLL
CASSAN Guilhem Development Economics, Political Economy and Economic History 05-11-25 13:40| https://teams.microsoft.com//meetup-join/19%3ameeting YmUQZDkyYjOtODO17500Y]Ex
MAYSTADT Jean-Francois Development economics; Political economy 06-11-25 13:40| https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting NWVkKM2Y17TAtMDYOMy00ZD!
GOMES Joseph Development Economics, Political Economy 071125 13:20 | https://teams.microsoft.com//meetup-join/18%3ameeting ODU30TRIOGIZDEOMiQ0MNzIS
TUBEUF Sandy Health Economics 07-11-25 13:40 | https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting ZWViMGUxNWMtZTRhZS000D
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HOUSSA Romain Applied macroeconomics, Economic development 10-11-25 13:00|https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3
KIEDAISCH Christian Macroeconomics and industrial organisation 10-11-25 13:20 | https:/iteams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3
GUIRKINGER Catherine Development economics, Agricultural economics, Economic histo Can be contacted directly by mail if interest in rese
MONTI Francesca Econometrics, Macroeconomics, Monetary Policy 10-11-25 13:40|https:/iteams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3
Policy evaluation, Development economics, Labor economics, Micro-
PARIENTE William econometrics 12-11-25 13:00|https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3
MARIANI Fabio Macroeconomics; International economics lien 12-11-25 13:20 | https:/iteams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3
PANIN Amma Behavioral Economics, Development Economics lien 12-11-25 13:40|https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3
Pension reform, International Tax competition and Multinationals, Tax
HINDRIKS Jean incidence, Unegual school opportunity and social mobility 13-11-25 13:20|https:/iteams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3
PENSIEROSO Luca Macroeconomics 13-11-25 13:40|https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3
OIKONOMOU Rigas Macroeconomics 14-11-25 13:00(https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3
VAN BELLEGEM Sébastien Econometric theory; mathematical statistic 14-11-25 13:20|https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3
BODART Vincent Macroeconomics 14-11-25 13:40|https://teams.microsoft.com/lU/meetup-join/19%3
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Finding a good research idea
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Academic skills: research

How to start (2) What is research?

Finding a good

research idea? Research is finding out what you don’t know.
- WHAT?

‘Research goes beyond description and requires analysis.
It looks for explanations, relationships, comparisons,
predictions, generalizations and theories.”

(How to get a PhD, Phillips and Pugh, 2010)

2> WHY?

- HOW?
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Academic skills: research

Key elements of research:

« Set out the background: definition of field of study
demonstrate familiarity with it

* Provide focus: what, why, how?

« Validate your answer: justification for relevance and
validity of the material you present
to support your question
(tools, techniques, data, etc.)
relevance of research question

« Know and evaluate your contribution:

originality? relevance? implications?
limitations? further research?
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What is original research?

« The frontier advances in tiny steps
« Small incremental changes are the norm
« Seminal contributions are scarce

Examples:

« New evidence and data on an old issue/problem:
» Different countries, updated data
« Sensitivity of existing results

 New methodology for an old problem
« Established method for a new problem
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How to find the right topic?

There is “no right topic”

Much more important is to find something that is important to you
and genuinely interest you

]:Ifhlgre are great papers/dissertations to be written in almost all
ields

Three important rules:

1)
2

Interesting-relevant
Innovative
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Interesting?

*  “Why should we care?”

« Howaml going)to convince sceptics that they should pay attention
to my research™

« Talk to people in the profession (e.g. supervisors, peers) as much as
'OISéSIble about your idea. Do not restrict yourself to people in your
ie

« Go from general to specific. No need for the paper/dissertation “That
explains Everything”
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Where to start?

No magic recipe but a good starting strategy:
« If you want to write theory, read empirics
« If you want to write empirics, read theory

Read popular books, magazines, ... make connections

Aim is to know where is the “research frontier” (again talk to your supervisors, lecturers), look at
recent review or papers

Go seminars, events, ...

Read the working papers of the intellectual leaders in your narrowly focused research area,
follow their blogs, tollow them on twitter

Read the best journals selectively

Talk, talk, Talk! Write, Write, Write!
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How to start (3)

Steps to start writing
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How to start (3)?

 Get familiar with the scientific literature about
the thesis subject



Il UCLouvain S s

. _ L Louvain
Faculté des sciences economiques,

sociales, politigues et de communication

Steps to start to write
Think hard about your economic question
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Steps to start to write
» Get organized
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Steps to start to write
Get feedback from your supervisor
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WRITING OF THE THESIS: CAREFUL ABOUT
PLAGIARISM
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DIAL.:

Possible to consult the thesis subject of the previous years via the next link:

DIAL.mem

Dépét électronique des mémoires de Master de 'UCLouvain

Rechercher dans le dépot...

Qu'est ce que DIAL.mem ?

DIALmem est le lieu de conservation de tous les mémoires électroniques de I'UCLouvain et de consultation des mémoires électroniques dont I'auteur et linstitution ont
i i i partie du portail des iques des bibliothéques de I'UCLouvain : "DIAL" (Digital Access to Libraries).

Faculté de droit et de criminologie

Louvain School of Management

Faculté des sciences économiques, sociales, politiques et de communication

Faculté de psychologie, logopédie, sexologie et des sciences de la famille

Faculté de philosophie, arts et lettres

You have to select the Faculty of Economic, Social and Political Sciences and Communication and then you can filter
your search on the supervisor, degree label, ... to consult the thesis.


https://dial.uclouvain.be/memoire/ucl/
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Data Analysis
Website:

Software

How to?

Database

Support

Bootcamp Tools & Methods

ol 5= (e N =


mailto:thomas.eisfeld@uclouvain.be
https://www.uclouvain.be/en/faculties/espo/esl/data-analysis
https://www.uclouvain.be/en/faculties/espo/esl/data-analysis
https://www.uclouvain.be/en/faculties/espo/esl/data-analysis
https://www.uclouvain.be/en/faculties/espo/esl/data-analysis
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Timeline: Steps

1. Research interests of ESL-ESN professors

2. Personal discussions with professors & Definition of a thesis topic

3. On-line submission of the thesis topic and supervisor

4. Approval by the jury + Designation of the reader

5. Writing of the thesis

6. Thesis Interim Report

7. Submission of the thesis

8. Oral defense (except for ECON2M1)

Economics
School of
Louvain

ASAP
ASAP

From November 24th until December 12th,
2025

(1-year programmes: ECON2MA (direct
access), ECON2M1, ETRI2ZMA, Double Degree
and QEM programmes )

End of February

February - June/August

April 28th

ASAP
ASAP

From November 24th until March 27th, 2026
first year of two-year programmes
ECON2MS/G — ECON2MD — ECON2MA

End of April
first year of 2-year programmes ECON2MS/G
— ECON2MD — ECON2MA

September —

June (2" year)

2-year programmes ECON2MS/G — ECON2MD
— ECON2MA

March 1st (2" year) & QEM
2-year programmes ECON2MS/G — ECON2MD
— ECON2MA

First day of the exam session: January, June or September

January, June or September (only in June for some DD + QEM)
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Special Regulations

. ETRI2ZMA — 2-year program (regular students):
2 thesis:

. 1 Essay Paper to submit at the end of the 1st year
. 1 Thesis (first PhD chapter) to submit at the end of the 2nd year

. ECON2MA — 2-year program
. Thesis Part | — LECON2910A (5ECTS)= Assighement
. Thesis Part Il — LECON2910 B (15ECTS) — Thesis

. ECON2M1: NO oral defense (only thesis submission without defense)

. QEM students: have to defend in June (TBC)


https://cdn.uclouvain.be/groups/cms-editors-esl/documents-types/Master%20Thesis%20requirements%20DD_OCT24.pdf
https://cdn.uclouvain.be/groups/cms-editors-esl/documents-types/Master%20Thesis%20requirements%20DD_OCT24.pdf
https://cdn.uclouvain.be/groups/cms-editors-esl/documents-types/Master%20Thesis%20requirements%20DD_OCT24.pdf
https://cdn.uclouvain.be/groups/cms-editors-esl/documents-types/Master%20Thesis%20requirements%20DD_OCT24.pdf
https://cdn.uclouvain.be/groups/cms-editors-esl/documents-types/Master%20Thesis%20requirements%20DD_OCT24.pdf
https://cdn.uclouvain.be/groups/cms-editors-esl/documents-types/Master%20Thesis%20requirements%20DD_OCT24.pdf
https://cdn.uclouvain.be/groups/cms-editors-esl/documents-types/Master%20Thesis%20requirements%20DD_OCT24.pdf
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More

ESL - Thesis

Useful Documents, Thesis Covers & Vade Mecum

Dial (DIAL.mem)

Data Analysis


https://www.uclouvain.be/en/faculties/espo/esl/thesis
https://www.uclouvain.be/en/faculties/espo/esl/writing
https://thesis.dial.uclouvain.be/home
https://www.uclouvain.be/en/faculties/espo/esl/data-analysis
https://www.uclouvain.be/en/faculties/espo/esl/data-analysis
https://www.uclouvain.be/en/faculties/espo/esl/data-analysis
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