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Main objectives of my research agenda

» Study the causes and consequences of conflict and migration,
but also issues related to climatic shocks, infrastructure, media
and transfers

* Research based primarily on quantitative analysis, mainly at
the micro-level (using data at the individual, household or
subnational level, including using geo-referenced, satellite-
based or phone data)

* Beyond the discourse, the main challenge is to identify a
causal relationship

Outline

* Economics of conflict (and sanctions)

* Economics of migration

e Other topics in development economics



1. Economics of conflict

Why do people fight?
Consequences of conflict

Recently, interested in consequences of sanctions



Why do people fight? A within-country
perspective

Cross-country analysis remains limited in identifying main
channels and allows for multiple interpretations

1. The role of weather shocks (opportunity cost)
- Maystadt and Ecker. 2014. Extreme Weather and Civil War: Does

Drought Fuel Conflict in Somalia through Livestock Price Shocks? Am
Journal of Agricultural Economics 96(4): 1157-1182.

- Maystadt, Calderone and You. 2015. Local Warming and Violent
Conflict in North and South Sudan. ). of Econ. Geography 15: 649-671.

- Mach, ..., Burke, Fearon, Field, Hendrix, Maystadt, et al. 2019. Climate
as a risk factor for armed conflict. Nature 571: 193-197.

2. The role of natural resources (looting effect).

- Maystadt J.-F., G. De Luca, P. Sekeris and J. Ulimwengu. 2014. Mineral
resources and conflicts in the Democratic Republic of Congo: A case of
Ecological Fallacy. Oxford Economic Papers. 66: 721-749.




The developmental cost of conflict

3. Diversity and the media

- Angelini, L., L. Bertinelli, R. Comertpay, and J.-F. Maystadt (forthcoming).

The impact of foreign media onpolitical mobilisation during the Arab Spring.

World Development

- Bertinelli, L, R Comertpay, and J-F Maystadt. 2025. Ethnic diversity and

conflict in sub-Saharan Africa: Evidence from refugee-hosting areas. Journal

of Development Economics 172: 103393

4. The impact on human capital

- 0. Ecker and J.-F. Maystadt. Can unconditional cash transfers mitigate the
impact of civil conflict on acute child malnutrition in Yemen. Economic dev
and Cul. Change. Forthcoming.

- Dagnelie, De Luca and Maystadt. 2018. Violence, Selection and Infant
Mortality in Congo. Journal of Health Economics 59: 153-177.

5. The impact of sanctions

- Al-Malk, J.-F. Maystadt and Zanardi.2024. The gravity of distance:
Evidence from a trade embargo. Journal of Economic Geography

- Maystadt, J, et al. 2024. TThe Incidence of Humanitarian Sanctions on
Firm Performance in China https://cepr.org/publications/dp18790



https://cepr.org/publications/dp18790

Key areas of further research

Migration-conflict nexus
Role of natural resources in other countries

Role of food prices

The long-term consequences of sanctions/embargo on
Investment, innovation, ...

The long-term (unintended) consequences of conflict in
terms of trust, state-building formation, political
Institutions, ...

Studying other forms of violence: Criminal activities,
domestic violence, hooliganism, ...



2. Economics of Forced Migration

Hosting refugees

Environmental migration




Forced migration

1. The impact of hosting refugees

Maystadt J.-F. and Ph. Verwimp. 2014. Winners and Losers Among a Refugee-
Hosting Population. Economic Development and Cultural Change 62(4): 769-8089.
Maystadt and Duranton. 2019. The Development Push of Refugees: Evidence from
Tanzania. Journal of Economic Geography, 19(2): 299-334

Maystadt, Mueller, Van Den Hoek and van Weezel. Vegetation changes
attributable to refugees in Africa coincide with agricultural deforestation.
Forthcoming in Environmental Research Letters.

2. The integration of refugees

Dagnelie, Mayda and Maystadt. 2019. Labor market integration of refugees to the
U.S.: Do entrepreneurs in the network help? European Economic Review 111: 257-
272.

Beine, M., L. Bertinelli, R. Comertpay, A. Litina, and J.-F. Maystadt. 2019. Refugee
mobility. Evidence from Phone Data in Turkey. Journal of Development Economics
Bousquet J., et al. 2025. Does perceived labor market competitionincrease
prejudice between refugees and their local hosts? Evidence from Uganda and
Ethiopia. Journal of Development Economics, 175, 103481




Forced migration

3. Environmental Migration

Marchiori L., J.-F. Maystadt and I. Schumacher. 2012. Weather
Variations and Migration in Sub-Saharan Africa. Journal of
Environmental Economics and Management 63(3):355-374.

Maystadt, Mueller and Sebastian 2016. Environmental Migration
and labor markets in Nepal. Journal of the Association of Resource
and Environmental Economists 3(2): 417-452.




3. Other topics in development economics

The role of media in political accountability
Networks and economic integration
Impact of weather variations on agriculture and other sectors

The political economy of transfers (e.g. role of political connection
in receiving subsidies, role of favoritism or political strategies in
intergovernmental transfers, ...)

The costs and benefits of infrastructure/FDI (roads, sanitation,
sport, ...)

Within-household allocation of resources and intergenerational
mobility
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