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The Aegean world has been intensively explored since the 19th century, resulting in vast collections of both published and unpublished 
datasets from early excavations. In recent years, changing research priorities and economic constraints have prompted renewed 
attention to this wealth of legacy data. When critically reassessed and integrated into contemporary research frameworks, these data can 
significantly enhance our understanding of Aegean prehistory. Yet an immense quantity of untapped material remains dormant in 
storerooms, alongside excavated architectural remains from nearly every archaeological site. Unlocking their potential, however, requires 
well-defined research questions, appropriate analytical methods, and clear recognition of the inherent limitations of such data. 

This session invites contributions that re-evaluate legacy data from prehistoric Aegean contexts, both insular and mainland. We welcome 
papers focusing on the (re)study and (re)publication of individual buildings or building groups within a site, adopting a holistic and 
integrated approach. Such work should foster dialogue between different strands of evidence, including architecture, ceramics, small 
finds, laboratory analyses, archival material, eto., with emphasis on interpretative frameworks and methodological issues. 

Contributors are encouraged to adopt a historiographical perspective that demonstrates a thorough understanding of the intellectual, 
technical and methodological contexts of earlier excal/ations and explores how these shaped the original hypotheses. On this basis, they 
should present their own re-examination of these legacy data, including analytical methods and study strategies employed, conseivation 
and storage practices, pivotal scientific and editorial ~ecisions, and the implications for future investigations, from localised soundings to 
larger-scale excavations. They are also invited to reflect on interpretative challenges, limitations and biases encountered. 

Positioned at the crossroads of the history and practice of archaeology, this session aims to bridge past and present modes of knowledge­
making, demonstrating how the critical re-examinati l n of old excavations can inspire new questions, fresh perspectives, and renewed 
understanding of the prehistoric Aegean world. 
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