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Interconnections in the second millennium BCE have been a central focus of Aegean 
archaeology since the late 19th century, at the dawn of what became known as Minoan and 
Mycenaean archaeology. Early studies often relied on diffusionist and migrationist models, but 
subsequent research has explored interactions between the Aegean and the wider Eastern 
Mediterranean through artistic exchange, trade, gift-giving, travel, and diplomacy (including 
interregional marriages). Scholars have applied a variety of theoretical frameworks, from world­
systems theory to peer polity interaction models. Advances in dating methods have sparked 
debates over chronology, prompting archaeologists to reconsider the synchronization of events 
and adjust interpretations accordingly. 

Recent archaeological discoveries in the Aegean, Anatolia, Cyprus, the Levant, and Egypt, 
however, offer new data that have rarely been fully integrated into established theoretical 
frameworks. Third Science Revolution has triggered new research focused on stable isotope 
analyses and ancient DNA in attempt to explore mobility and biological kinship beyond the 
Aegean. This session seeks to bridge these gaps, both between the Aegean and other Eastern 
Mediterranean regions, and between longstanding models and newly available data. 

We welcome papers that provide fresh perspectives on familiar material or offer alternative 
interpretations grounded in new evidence. We encourage contributors to critically navigate 
between different seas, bottom-up approaches as well as old and new theoretical and 
methodological models. 
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If you have any question, don't hesitate to contact the organizers of this session: 
Dr. Uros Matic, University of Graz (Austria) - uros arheo@yahoo.com 
Dr. Filip Frankovic, Heidelberg University (Germany) - frankovic.uni@gmail.com 
Dr. Louis Dautais, Ghent University (Belgium) - louisdautais@gmail.com 

To submit an abstract and for more information, go to https://www.e-a-a .org/EAA2026/contributions . 


