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Fire has always been a transformative force in nature, while stone represents a 
ubiquitous material shaping everyday technology. Many rocks and minerals have 
been intentionally heated to alter properties such as colour, translucency, or 
texture. When exposed to fire, these materials can undergo significant 
transformations, yet identifying and interpreting these processes archaeologically 
remains challenging. 

This session focuses on the analytical study of heat-induced alterations in mineral­
based materials used for prestige or symbolic items, where visual and structural 
modifications often play a key role in their aesthetic and cultural value. They may 
include ornaments, ceremonial objects, and other artefacts associated with social 
display. 

Interdisciplinary perspectives combining analytical methods with experimental 
and/or ethnographical archaeology are particular!¥ encouraged, as they provide 
the first step toward a reproducible understanding of the thermal alterations found 
in archaeological contexts. Full abstract available oelow. 
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