SESSION #34 FUNCTIONAL APPROACHES T0 THE USE OF ANCIENT CERAMIC
VESSELS:
INTEGRATING USE-WEAR, RESIDUE, AND EXPERIMENTAL ANALYSES.

CALL FOR PAPERS

The study of the function, primary and secondary use of
pottery vessels has been crucial in archaeology, remaining a
point of contention and research in the recent years regardless
of the chronological and geographical framework. The
proposed session aims to explore new approaches (or new
readings) of equally new and well-established methodological
tools and, consequently, theoretical frameworks, applied to
functional studies of ancient ceramic vessels and utensils,
aiming at maximizing recovery and understanding of their life
history.

The focus is on bringing together researchers developing and
conducting diverse methodological approaches, either
separately or in combination, such as morphological, techno-
functional, and use-wear analysis, as well as analysis of organic
remains comprising lipid residues, proteins, starch and
phytoliths, and experimental applications.

We welcome contributions reviewing all ceramic functional
categories, from cooking ware, heating and burning utensils
(lamps, incense burners, etc.) to storage and serving vessels.
Papers should give prominence to dataset analysis,
methodological developments, and case studies from
archaeological or ethnoarchaeological contexts that highlight
the pivotal role of research agendas and the interpretative
challenges under the light of interdisciplinarity.

Particular emnphasis will be placed on how functional analyses
can shed new light on the identification of production and
consumption practices, use and reuse patterns of ceramic
vessels, and their significance In understanding ancient
societies from a broader economic, social and cultural
standpoint.

By fostering dialogue between specialists employing different analytical
approaches, confronted however, with similar challenges and problems this
ession aims at strengthening interdisciplinary collaboration, as well as at
he integration of data produced from multiple lines of evidence, ultimately
ontributing to the refinement of functional approaches in ceramic studies.
Research from all periods and geographical areas is welcome.
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