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Middle Helladic (MH) traditions continued well into the Late Bronze Age (LBA) and provide
an important perspective on long-term processes of continuity and change on the Greek
Mainland. At the same time, strong regional variability makes it difficult to define local
styles and establish secure synchronisms. Recent work at sites such as Lerna, Ayia Irini
(Keos), and Mitrou has highlighted the need to reconsider the late MH and early
Mycenaean phases within broader regional and inter-regional frameworks of production.
Particular attention is paid to the persistence and transformation of specific wares and to
pottery forming techniques, which demonstrate that technological change was often
gradual and adaptive rather than abrupt.

This session invites papers addressing the chronology and typology of MH wares
continuing into the LBA and seeking to refine the definition of the final Middle Bronze Age
in Mainland Greece. Contributions focusing on production and consumption patterns,
regional traditions, and inter-regional connections are especially welcome. To move
beyond pottery alone, papers exploring continuity and change in settlement organisation,
funerary practices, and the limited evidence for cult and ritual are also encouraged. The
session aims to place MH traditions within wider debates on technological transmission,
cultural resilience, and social practice, while also providing essential background for
understanding the emergence of Mycenaean palatial culture.
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Technological transmission and adaptation
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