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Hands, Clay, and Fire: People, Practices and Productions

Pottery, one of the most ubiquitous materials, has long been the subject of extensive
investigation, addressing every stage of its life cycle. The present study focuses on the
production of pottery and terracotta objects—such as lamps, figurines, and architectural
elements—in all its aspects.

This craft encompasses a complex system involving materials, tools, spaces and
individuals. It requires knowledge, skills, and experience, through a series of chaines
opératoires from clay extraction to firing.

Techniques and styles developed and transformed in response to new functional
requirements, changing tastes, innovations, technological advances, and broader social,
cultural, and economic transformations.

Workspaces are also places of learning and transmission organized around a stable core
of master craftsmen. They constitute dynamic /oci of both material and immaterial culture,
where knowledge is continuously negotiated and reshaped.

This panel focuses on all material, technical and social aspects of pottery and terracotta
production prior to sale of goods, without chronological or geographical boundaries.
Approaches emphasizing material, technical, and human dimensions of production are
encouraged. By examining workshops as dynamic spaces of manufacture, innovation, and
knowledge transmission, it fosters dialogue between archaeological, archaeometric, and
anthropological perspectives.

We address the following topics:

o Workshop location and organization: spatial setting, internal organisation, from fuel-
supply to clay treatment or drying and storage facilities

e Production techniques: raw materials, water availability, clay processing, surface
treatment, firing procedures

e Tools and marks: potter’s wheels and molds, tools, as well as marks, signatures, and
other identifying features

o Workshops as social communities: the roles of potters, training, transmission and
specialization, interactions with other crafts and mobility of artisans

e Innovation and transformation: origins, mechanisms, and consequences of
technological or organizational change

e Economic and cultural connections: market demands and fashion trends, processes of
adaptation, acculturation, and cultural interaction.
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