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This paper outlines some patterns of transformation in the dissemination of the medical 
knowledge during the late Middle Ages, with a particular focus on the changes of the medical 
curriculum in Italian universities and the subsequent circulation of medical handbooks in a 
courtly context. During the 14th century, the teaching of medicine at the university level was 
significantly enhanced by a considerable expansion of Galen’s textual corpus, the systematic 
introduction of Avicenna’s Canon and the increased relevance of Aristotle’s natural writings. 
This transformation is reflected in the medical curriculum adopted at the universities of Bologna 
and Padua, in which the standard anthology of medical writings, known in the rest of Europe as 
Ars medicine or Ars commentata, was modified to include the so-called Libri Galieni and 
Avicenna’s Canon. Hippocrates, Galen and Avicenna came to constitute the pillars of a new 
theoretical turn in medical education. The most significant transformation, however, was the 
emergence of a new class of university professors acting as interpreters and mediators of both 
Arabic and Greek sources, establishing with their commentaries and disquisitions a ‘modern' 
corpus of authoritative writings. The paper further illustrates the implications of this curricular 
transformation for the professionalisation of medicine as a practical discipline during the 15th 
century, with a particular reference to its crucial contribution to the medicalisation of courtly 
culture.  
 
 

 


