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The proposed course explores questions of methodology and theory in the qualitative study of
culture and interaction. First, focusing on methodology in qualitative research, the course will
include two lectures on Abductive Analysis, the methodological approach developed by the instructor,
and gaining traction across the social sciences. Starting from epistemological considerations, we will
then have a class focused on student-led projects and research ideas in the making. The course will
then turn to theory in qualitative research. First, and relying on the experience of the instructor as
editor of Sociological Theory, the most prominent sociological theory journal in North American
sociology, we discuss the landscape of American theory, and how “a theoretical contribution” is
defined in American Sociology. Lastly, the course will include two lectures on interaction, culture and
situational theory, drawn from current work developed by the instructor as well as from some of the
material discussed in the first lectures.



