
 

 

International Conference 

“L’entretien synodal: L’élan d’Église retrouvé(e)” 
 (Louvain-la-Neuve, 14-15-16 May 2024) 

Programme 

 
17:00-
18:00 

Le 14 mai:  
accueil & inscriptions 
arrivals & registrations  

 

18:00-
21:00 

session d’ouverture (Auditoire MORE 51) 
Opening Session  

modérateur/moderator 
Arnaud Join-Lambert, UCLouvain 

18:00- 
18:15 

discours de bienvenue par le Doyen de la 
Faculté de théologie et étude des 
religions  
Welcome by the Dean of the Faculty of 
Theology and Religious Studies 

Geert Van Oyen, Dean, UCLouvain  

18:15- 
18:30 

discours d’ouverture par les 
organisateurs 
Opening address by the conveners 

Ikenna Paschal Okpaleke, UCLouvain &  
Annemarie C. Mayer, Faculté de théologie de Trèves 

18:30- 
18:45 

rapport des évêques (1) de Malines-
Bruxelles par 
Report from the Bishops (1) from 
Mechelen-Brussels by 

Nathalie Beurrier, representante de l’archévêque, 
archdiocesan coordinator of the Synod 

18:45- 
19:00 

rapport des évêques (2) de Trèves par 
Report from the Bishops (2) from Trier 
by 

Mgr. Dr Stephan Ackermann, Évêque de Trèves 
 

19:00- 
19:45 

Keynote lecture 
Synodality and the Church We Can 
Become 

Sr. Nathalie Becquart XMCJ, General Secretariat of 
the Synod, Vatican 

19:45-
21:00 

reception 
 

  

 
 

Le 15 mai: 
session plénière (Auditoire MORE 52) 
Plenary Sessions  

modérateur/moderator 
Jean Pascal Gay, UCLouvain 

9:00- 
9:15 

rapport des évêques (3) de Liège par 
Report from the Bishops (3) from Liège 
by 

Mgr. Jean-Pierre Delville, Évêque de Liège 

9:15- 
10:45 

session 1: The Experience of the Synod on Synodality: Shifts and Newness 

9:20- 
9:50 

What is different about this Synod in 
terms of the process and organization? 

Sr. Josée Ngalula RSA, Catholic University of Congo 

9:55- 
10:25 

Shifts and Changes in Canon Law that 
have been/need to be Performed in the 
Context of This Synod 

Alphonse Borras, UCLouvain 

10:25-
10:45 

discussion plénière 
Plenary discussion 

10:45- 
11:15 

pause-café 
Coffee break 

11:15- 
13:00 

session 2: On the Methodology of the Synod: How to Listen and Converse in the Spirit 

11:20- 
11:50 

The Method and Process of 
Conversation in the Spirit 

Geert De Cubber, episcopal delegate for catechesis, 
youth and families, Ghent 



 

 

11:50- 
12:20 

The Method and Process of Discernment Jacques Haers SJ, KU Leuven 

12.20-
13:00 

discussion plénière 
Plenary discussion 

13:00- 
15:00 

pause du midi 
Lunch break 

15:00- 
17:15 

Session 3: Becoming One People of God: 
Learning from New Perspectives 

modérateur/moderator:  
Benoît Bourgine, UCLouvain  

15:05- 
15:35 

The Significance of the Non-episcopal 
Participants of the Synod for the Praxis 
of Synodality 

Peter De Mey, KU Leuven  

15:35-
16:05 

Challenges and Options for Progress on 
Synodality: Some Ecumenical 
Inspirations from the East 

Hyacinthe Destivelle OP, Institute for Ecumenical 
Studies of the Angelicum, Rome  

16:10- 
16:40 

Observations from the Perspective of a 
Fraternal Delegate 

Bishop Dr Martin Warner, Évêque de Chichester 

16:40-
17:30 

discussion plénière 
Plenary discussion of session 3 and on day 2   

18:30-
19:15 

Eucharistie commune avec les étudiants à l’Église Saint François d’Assise, 
Common Eucharist with the students at the church Saint François d’Assise 

  

 Le 16 mai: 
session plénière (Auditoire MORE 53) 
Plenary Sessions  

modérateur/moderator:  
Régis Burnet, UCLouvain 

9:00-
10:45 

session 4: The Place and Role of Women in the Life and Mission of the Church: Which Steps to 
Take  

9:05-
9:35 

Catholic Synodal Documents on 
Women’s Ordination since 1971: Between 
Doctrinal Fidelity and the Challenge of 
Pastoral Solicitude 

Arnaud Join-Lambert, UCLouvain, 

9:35-
10:05 

« …une mise en valeur plus grande de la 
contribution des femmes » (rapport de 
synthèse du Synode 2023): Défis et 
options pour ouvrir les espaces pour les 
femmes dans l´Eglise 

Margit Eckholt, University of Osnabrück  

10:05-
10:30 

discussion plénière 
Plenary discussion 

10:30-
11:00 

pause-café 
Coffee break 

11:00-
12:45 

session 5: Practicing a Synodal Style: Looking towards the Future 

11:05-
11:35 

The Challenge of Developing Theologies 
and Training Future Ordained Ministers 
after ‘Ad theologiam promovendam.’ 

Jean Ehret, Luxembourg School of Religion & 
Society 

11:35-
12:05 

Testimonies: What expectations and 
hopes do we have for a synodal church 
in the future? 

Students of theology 

12:05-
12:50 

discussion plénière et discussions de clôture de la conférence  
Plenary discussion and closing discussion of the conference 

12:50- 
13:15 

Synthesis, closing remarks and thanks Annemarie C. Mayer, Faculté de théologie de Trèves 
& Ikenna Paschal Okpaleke, UCLouvain 

 


